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BACKGROUND:
On July 8, 2015, the National Library of Ireland released for browsing nearly 400,000 Catholic Church
records for all counties (including Northern Island). The records are available on the National Library of
Ireland web site (www.nli.ie) only for browsing.
On the 8th, I began my search for my Cape Breton family’s Irish ancestors. My Cape Breton parents had a
number of Irish families in their pedigrees: Casey, Cummings, Dooley, Hogan, Jordan, Laffan, Mackey,
Maher, O’Brien, Ormond, and Tobin.
John Cummings was the first one to be researched because I knew precisely his date and place of birth.
(There will be more about the sources later.) I was successful. I found his christening record and more
importantly I added his parents’ names to my database. (Both sets of parents should have been part of
Cummings –Maher Newfoundland marriage record but weren’t.) Sometime soon, I’ll use the National
Library of Ireland software and database to find whether John had siblings and to find a marriage record
for John’s parents etc.
Because my wife’s family is 100% Irish, her list is bigger: Clancy, Conneely, Connolly, Dillon,
Geohegan, McGrath, Melia, Nee, O’Brien, Veale, Walker, and Walsh. I did some browsing of the
geographic areas where I thought they were from without success.
There are still lots more browsing ahead for me. The obstacle for most of browsing for my and my wife’s
ancestors is the fact that I really do not know their dates and places of birth.
Advice: You’ll find that browsing is tedious. You’ll be frustrated by the fact that some pages of the
registers are barely readable. You’ll find that the research is slow because none of the records have been
transcribed and indexed. I hope that they will be soon. Sometimes the search will put you on an
inappropriate Register page. It happened to me. I simply scrolled up to the correct year and month.
This document shows how I used the National Library of Ireland software to drill down to the image of
the source document for John Cummings’s Christening record for May 29, 1820. I have used the nli.ie
current website to prepare for a seminar on how to use the software and how to find vital information.

INTRODUCTION:
John Cummings who was born in Thurles Tipperary Ireland on May 24, 1820. (His date of birth is from
the Census of Canada, 1901 and his birth place is from his marriage record of November 13, 1839 in St
John’s Basilica in St John’s Newfoundland.) John was married twice. His first wife was Johanna Maher
who I suspect was born in Newfoundland. John and Johanna appear in the Census of Canada, 1871 living
in Lingan with their 5 children, 3 sons and 2 daughters. Johanna died in 1881 in Lingan.
John’s second marriage was to Sarah Nicholson in Cape Breton. They were married about 1882. They had
2 sons.
His slightly out-of-date Register Report is on the cbgen.org/Records/Families and
www.friendsofirishresearch/publications web sites. I need to update the Register Report soon!

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF IRELAND HOME PAGE – url: www.nli.ie
The following is the home page

I selected the Catholic parish registers link. The result screen follows.

Click on the Catholic Parish Registers at the NLI link end of the second paragraph to get to the
Search screen for the Church Registers.

The Search Screen has 2 options: Enter the Parish Name and Search the Map.

For John Cummings, I entered Thurles. On the resulting drop down list, I clicked on the first
line: Thurles (Diocese of Cashel and Emly)

Please note that I have used Search the Map for areas of Cork and Waterford Counties where it
seemed likely that various families may have lived or married without success. I’ll admit that it
failed because I needed the date and place of birth. Maybe I needed to persevere.

On the next screen, I selected the link to the second microfilm (Microfilm 02489/05) because
John Cummings was born on May 24, 1820.

The following screen resulted.

For the next screen, I clicked on the the Filter Events/Dates link.

I used the Event drop down to select Baptisms and the Year Drop down to select the year 1820.
Then I selected Apply.

On the resulting screen for the top of page 121, John Cumming’s Chreistning is recorded as the
first of two records for May 29 on the page 121. It is 5 from the top of the page on the left/

What Vitals did I find so far: possibly parents’ Given Names and Surnames in addition to John’s
Christening date and place.
Sometime soon, I’ll search for his parents’ Marriage and for Christenings of siblings (if any).
#
Your corrections, comments and suggestions are appreciated. Please Email me at joeapg@norwoodlight.com .
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