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Joe Petrie
BACKGROUND:
An important database in Ireland is the National Library of Ireland (www.nli.ie) Church Records for
Births, Marriages and Deaths. As of June 28, 2015, the on-line Church Records database is really just a
small part of the National Library’s Church Records holdings. The on-line database as of June 2015
includes Church Records from Church of Ireland and from Roman Catholic (RC) Churches in several
locales, for example: the RC Dioceses of Kerry, of Cork and Ross, and of Dublin. For some Church’s,
images of the sources are available.
On July 8, 2015, the National Library will release a major update to the Church Records database. The
National Library describes it as the second stage. In the second stage, records from all denominations and
for all counties (including Northern Island) will be added. The second stage records will be available on
the National Library of Ireland web site (www.nli.ie) for browsing.
IrishGenealogy (www.irishgenealogy.ie) is free search portal. The current National Library Church
Records database is included. Also, the portal has the Indexes to Birth Records over 100 years, the
Indexes to Marriage Records over 75 years and the Indexes to Death Records over 50 years old. I expect
that the current National Library Church Records database on this portal will be updated to include the
National Library’s stage two records as quickly as possible. I expect a delay depending on transcription
and indexing. It is possible that the stage two records may appear in IrishGenealogy in batches.
The IrishGenealogy portal also contains the following:










1901/1911 Census records and pre-1901 Census survivals
Census Search Forms from 1841/1851
Tithe Applotments
Soldier’s Wills
Griffith’s Valuations
Ireland - Australia Transportation database
Military Archives
Ellis Island
National Photographic Archive from the National Library of Ireland

This document focuses only on the Church Records database. It describes how to use the software and
especially to drill down to the image of the source document (not all Church Registers are available). I
have used the current IrishGenealogy website to prepare for a seminar on how to use the software. In
addition, I used it for an unsuccessful search for my wife’s uncle’s O’Flaherty family in County Kerry. (I
hope that their records are in the July 8, 2015 Release.)
For this document, I searched for Connolly records in Dublin for 1900 – 1920. Why Connolly? Well, it is
my wife’s maiden surname. Ellen Connolly Petrie is Pedigree Irish – her mother, all of Ellen’s
grandparents and all of Ellen’s Ancestors (that we can find) were born in Ireland.
Please note that the two selected Connolly marriage records in the document are, to our knowledge, not
my wife’s relatives). Also, please note that I did not select baptism record. I try adhering to a 10 page
limit.

CHURCH RECORDS ON THE IRISHGENEALOGY PORTAL AS OF JUNE 2015
The URL for the portal is:
www.irishgenealogy.ie
The following screen print is of the Home Page. Please note that the item below that tabs; i.e.,
which starts with “Further Church records “ is part of a software carousal.

For this document, the Church Records tab will be my only selection. Please note that the
Research in Ireland Tab contains Help information as well as other topics.

I selected the Church Records Tab.
The following screen resulted.
I filled in 4 fields:





Last Name: Connolly
Location: Dublin
Year Range: 1900
Year Range: 1900

Then I clicked on the Search button.

The following screen resulted.

Before I selected the first record, I noted that in the pane at the left that there were 68 Baptism
records and 91 Marriage records. Of the 159 records, one was a Church of Ireland (COI) record.
In the main panel, the text with the names of the Bride and Groom on the left side is hyperlinked.
Click anywhere on the left text to begin the drill down to see the transcript’s detailed
information.

The following two screen prints are the drill down for the Marriage record of William Connolly
and Emily Connolly of Dublin-Rathmines.

One of the last three lines of text on the bottom of the print screen indicates whether there is an
Image for viewing using Adobe. Two of the three lines are hyperlinked. To see the Church
register, click on anywhere in the first line: “View the church register page containing the
record.” Please note that if an image is not available, the message is:
The church register page containing this record has not yet been imaged.
The following screen print is of the Adobe image. The Connolly marriage is the last record on
the image.

From the marriage record, I can only tell you that the witnesses were members of the bride’s
family (based on the common street address for the bride and the two witnesses).

Earlier, I indicated that the last few pages contained screen prints for the one COI marriage.
Essentially, because of my curiosity about the format of a Church of Ireland record I selected the
following record by clicking on the hyperlinked Dublin (COI) filter on the left pane of the initial
Results of the Search Screen. The pane is still on the left. To drill down to the transcript, I
clicked on the hyperlinked text starting with: “Marriage of Matthew …”

The transcription is shown on the next three screen prints.

Note that the Marriage record on the bottom of the next screen is the Church Register’s image
for Matthew Connolly and Emily (Connolly) Connolly.

Your corrections, comments and suggestions are appreciated. Please Email me at joeapg@norwoodlight.com .
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