Genealogy Basics — An Amazing Free Genealogy Web Site, UK and Irish
Genealogy (www.genuki.org.uk), that has a fantastic Getting Started in
Genealogy Link (www.genuki.org.uk/gs/)

By Joe Petrie
INTRODUCTION:

On November 9, 2016, | will be giving a 30 minute seminar on Starting Genealogy at the Common Hour of
my alma mater, St. Anselm College in Manchester NH. The principal focus will be on the Getting Started
in Genealogy Link (www.genuki.org.uk/gs/).

Also, | often give one to two hour seminars on Getting Started in Genealogy. Peers call the seminars:
Genealogy 100. I will be giving two seminars entitled Genealogy 101 at the Morrill Memorial Library in
Norwood MA on September 10, 2016 and a shorter version at St Anselm College in Manchester NH on
November 9, 2016. For both presentations, I’1l use some screen prints from the Getting Started in
Genealogy Link (www.genuki.org.uk/gs/).

BACKGROUND:

Why Genealogy 101 and not Genealogy 100? Essentially, | wanted to replace some old content with new
content. Initially, | started to whittle down material from prior Genealogy 100 seminars and presentations.
There were so many web sites that | wanted to include. It was a challenge. It was like force fitting 10
pounds of potatoes into a five pound bag. After a few attempts, | was unhappy. | was not satisfied - no
matter what | tried.

I put Genealogy 101 on the back-burner to search Google for my Tobin ancestors. Specifically, | searched
for “RC Parish in Gowran, Kilkenny, Ireland”. One result in my Google search was the UK and Ireland
Genealogy web site (www.genuki.org.uk)).I selected it and found a vast array of free genealogy links on
the Home page including Getting Started in Genealogy (www.genuki.org.uk/gs/).

MY GOAL - SHOW NAVIGATION:

The screen print on the next page is a portion the UK and Ireland Genealogy Home Page. For my Tobin
research, | clicked on two of the twenty-one links: Ireland (in the left column) and Getting Started in
Genealogy (in the right . Please note that there is a copyright. | wrote the Trustees and requested permission
to use six screen prints from Getting started in genealogy in my presentations. The six are five screen prints
of a few of the numerous items in the content in the Getting started in genealogy link and one in the
Content link. I received permission within hours.
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The following screen print has links (with bullets) to the educational Getting Started in Genealogy material.
The screen is the result of clicking on the Getting started in genealogy link on the column on the right of
the prior screen print. Please note that there is a link to the Content link in the upper left that I’1l cover last.
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The following screen print is the result of clicking on the first link (Genealogyand FamilyHistory) in the
left column. The user can read all of the links without returning to the above screen (the Top). The user can
skip links by pressing the Top link at the bottom of the section. The user can then skip to another link.
(Please ignore the other links at the top of the screen print.)
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Genealogy and Family History

Genealogy is the study of the descents of families and persons from an ancestor or ancestors. This study is undertaken by many people out of interest in their personal and family origins. As a
hobby it can become pleasantly addictive. at least to the person concerned. However the study is also undertaken professionally, not just in order to provide a commercial service that can be used
by people who are seeking help in researching their origins, but also for very serious legal and financial reasons. Thus there are pted dards for doing 1
we recommend you seek to learn and emulate.

y "properly"” - standards that

The term Family History used to be regarded as synonymous with Genealogy. but now it applies to biographical research into one's ancestors - the aim typically being to produce a well-
documented narrative history, of interest to family members and perhaps future generations. Thus the study of family history involves putting flesh on the skeleton that is produced by genealogy
- and involves the study of the historical circumstances and geographical situation in which ancestors lived. (The resulting ability to associate historical events with particular generations or
individuals of your family can help history come really alive for you.)

This server aims to provide you with information and sources of guidance on both genealogy and family history. However in this brief account we will concentrate on providing some very basic
advice on genealogy - we hope it will help you whether you are an inhabitant of the British Isles. wanting to start by tracing your immediate forebears. or you live overseas, and have found that
some of your perhaps distant ancestors came from here, and now would like to find out more about them.

However one word of warning - these notes of guidance should not be regarded as a substitute for good old-fashioned books. Especially if you are a beginner you are strongly advised to start by
visiting your local library and doing some reading on genealogy. There are many useful introductory books on genealogy and family history which will provide you with more complete and
coherent guidance as to how to get started than you will get here. or from merely posting a series of questions to the newsgroup or mailing list with which this server is associated.

Incidentally, if you are lucky enough to live within convenient reach of one of the many Family History Centres of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (the Mormons) make sure to
pay the Centre an early visit to find out what facilities and information resources they have. and how you can use them. The volunteers who run these centres. which are freely open to all. will
not do your research for you. but you are very likely to find them a mine of useful information and advice.
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The second paragraph is concise and precise. Genealogy truly provides a skeleton which Family History
puts flesh on.



The following screen print is the result of clicking on the Decide what your aim is link.
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However one word of warning - these notes of guidance should not be regarded as a substitute for good old-fashioned books. Especially if you are a beginner you are strongly advised to start by
visiting vour local library and doing some reading on genealogy. There are many useful introductory books on genealogy and family history which will provide you with more complete and
coherent guidance as to how to get started than you will get here. or from merely posting a series of questions to the newsgroup or mailing list with which this server is associated.

Incidentally, if you are lucky enough to live within convenient reach of one of the many Family History Centres of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (the Mormons) make sure to

pay the Centre an early visit to find out what facilities and information resources they have, and how you can use them. The volunteers who run these centres. which are freely open to all, will
not do your research for you. but you are very likely to find them a mine of useful information and advice.
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Decide what your aim is

Develop a plan. Think about which lines to follow. You have two parents, four grandparents, eight great-grandparents, and so on. You have to draw the lines somewhere. You can use your time
better if you develop a plan to guide you.

There are in fact three commonly adopted plans:
* Some people aim to produce a "Family Tree" - showing their male-line ancestors (father. grandfather, greatgrandfather. etc.) and the wives, brothers and sisters of these ancestors. (It 1s of
course possible to concentrate on female-line ancestors, but the types of records that were kept, and the common practice whereby a wife took her husband's surname at marriage, can make

this difficult.)

» Others try to produce what is sometimes termed an "Extended Family Tree". Such a tree shows all the collateral branches of a family, i.e. all the descendants (with their spouses) of some
earliest known (typically, but not necessarily) male-line ancestor. An extended family tree therefore will grow to include many of your distant cousins.

* Yet others attempt just to trace as many as possible of their direct ancestors. through both male and female lines. and so produce what is termed an "Ancestry Chart". (In fact, even if you're

only trying to trace your ancestry 1t is wise to record any information you happen to obtain about your ancestors' siblings, since such information can sometimes help to resolve tricky
questions of identification.)

However, whichever aim you set yourself. it is best to oncentrate on just a small part of the tree or chart, so to speak, at any one time - you can always move to another part when you get stuck.

Top -

| started nearly 40 years ago with building a Petrie Pedigree Chart as my goal. Over the years | added the
extended family goal because | hit brick walls. One way around a wall is to collect information on siblings.

Currently, | am trying to trace my direct ancestors into Ireland.



The following screen print covers two Getting started in Genealogy and Family History links. The first,
Working Backwards, is essentially the process used to produce a Pedigree Chart.
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Almost invariably it is best to work backwards. from known information about already-identified ancestors. in seeking their ancestors. (See the description of the basic method of doing this using
civil registration records.) Trying to work forwards, e.g seeking descendants of the famous historical figure that family legend claims as an ancestor of yours in the hope of somehow eventually
reaching your own family. is very rarely profitable.

bibles, photograph albums, diaries, etc.) you or they possess. Try to establish as carefully and completely as possible the basic genealogical facts (date and place of birth/baptism, date and place

Start by talking with and writing to all your kinsfolk with your questions (while they are still alive), and do it soon. Check to find what documents (certificates, letters, newspaper cuttings, family
of marriage, and date and place of death/burial) of as many of your near relatives as you can. I

Do not ignore family legends - but also do not take them as certain to be literally true. Rather. use them as yet another source of guidance for your efforts at finding out the truth about the past.

Top

Record your relatives

If you have the means, video-tape or audio-tape your family members as you interview them. This will allow you to capture their accents. some of their manerisms and emotions as they respond
to your questions. Tapes have been, for some people. the only record of them speaking after they've passed on. You should always ask permission to record someone. And in some cases you must
accept restrictions on using those tapes around other relatives.

When you interview people, start with a list of notes about what you think you know about their relatives and try to confirm as much of that information as possible. Don't be surprised if people
don't remember where their parents were married. Susan RENKERT of Alaska makes up a list of songs they used to sing. foods they liked. favorite flowers. sayings they used often. etc.. And
these interviews can be taped and saved for the future. You can start by asking about schools, and which family members went to the same school, military service. holidays they took. etc.

Top
Document your sources
You may need to review your sources again, someone may want to verify your research, your work may imply something to someone who will need to access the same records, or someone may
need to pick up where you left off. Too many people underestimate, or never consider, the importance of documentation. If you have found information in a reference book. make sure you keep

enough reference material to enable you to walk back into the same place five years later. locate the book and find the reference again. When you publish the results of your research, cite the
(e.g. particular ce: ds, etc.) which you ha d and on el

Please note that for my brick walls, | try to work backwards using Marriage records in Ancestry, in
FamilySearch, and in novascotiagenealogy.com.



For this article, | skipped the remaining Getting Started in Genealogy and Family History links. Earlier, |
skipped the Content link that I’d cover next. The following screen print on the web site’s is from the
Contents link (http://www.genuki.org.uk/contents/). | believe that it needs no explanation.
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SUMMARY:

The UK and Ireland Genealogy web site (www.genuki.org.uk) is an amazing, hidden gem. |
discovered it by accident in the results of a Google search. | wonder why | have not discovered it

earlier. | have already added it to my Ireland Genealogy toolkit and Getting Started tool kit. It is
now a “must use” tool for me.

One drawback is the need to verify some of the users’ submissions. Attribution is essential.

| need to add this site to my Links documents.
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Your corrections, comments and suggestions are appreciated. Please Email me at joe-
apg@norwoodlight.com .

Joseph F. Petrie, AB (Economics and Business — St. Anselm College)
MA (Economics — Boston College)

Founding Member, Friends of Irish Research (FIR)

Member, Cape Breton Genealogy and Historical Association (CBGHA)

Member, Family History Society of Newfoundland and Labrador (FHSNL)

Member, New England Historic Genealogical Society (NEHGS)

Member, Association of Professional Genealogists (APG)

Research Correspondent, Cape Breton Genealogy and Historical Association (CBGHA)
Member, Friends of Morrill Memorial Library, Norwood, MA

Resident Genealogy Volunteer, Morrill Memorial Library, Norwood, MA

Genealogy Volunteer, St Anselm College, Manchester NH
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