
Researching City Directories  



City Directories for Genealogy 

• City directories date back to around 1752 in 
the United States 

 

• Gives insight into your ancestor's community, 
often including sections on neighborhood 
churches, cemeteries, and hospitals, plus 
organizations, clubs, associations, and 
societies. 



Why Use Directories 
 

• Helpful for research in large cities, where a high percentage 
of the people were renters, new arrivals, or temporary 
residents.  

• Is a source to help identify an ancestor who was not 
registered to vote and did not own property.  

• Learn the exact years your ancestor inhabited a place.  
• Locate ancestor in a census that hasn’t been indexed (esp. 

state census).  
• Estimate year of immigration.  
• Learn occupation and employer as identifiers  
• Find other family members – useful to  pinpoint possible 

DNA matches. 
 



Information Often Found in City 
Directories 

• Name and occupation of head of household (often men 
and female widows; later single employed females) 

• Name of spouse (often in parentheses following name of 
husband; mid to late 19th century) 

• Sometimes the names of children, often only those 
employed outside the home 

• Street name and house number of residence 
• Occupation 
• Work address (if employed outside the home) 
• A listing of names received too late for inclusion in the 

alphabetical portion 
 



Abbreviations 



What if I Can't Find My Ancestor? 

• Make sure you have checked every available 
city directory for the time period when your 
ancestors were living in the area.  

• Names were also often misspelled or 
standardized, so be sure to check name 
variations. 

• Check for a street index. 
 



Where to Find City Directories 
 

• Ancestry - $, free at FamilySearch Centers, 1821-
1989, dates vary by location, incomplete  

• Fold3 - $, free at FamilySearch centers, dates vary 
by location, incomplete  

• United States Online Historical Directories- 
identifies historical city, county, business and 
other directories available online on both free 
and pay-to-access websites. 

• US City Directories - identifies directories by place 
and gives repository and call number (incl. FHL 
film numbers). 
 

http://search.ancestryinstitution.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=2469
http://search.ancestryinstitution.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=2469
http://search.ancestryinstitution.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=2469
http://search.ancestryinstitution.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=2469
http://search.ancestryinstitution.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=2469
http://www.fold3.com/browse.php
http://www.fold3.com/browse.php
http://www.fold3.com/browse.php
http://www.fold3.com/browse.php
http://www.fold3.com/browse.php
https://sites.google.com/site/onlinedirectorysite/Home/usa
http://www.uscitydirectories.com/


Online Historical Directories 



MA Directories by County 



Online Historical Directories 
https://sites.google.com/site/onlinedirectorysite/ 

Bristol County, Massachusetts Online Historical Directories 
Expand your research by checking out the Massachusetts Online Historical Newspapers here.  
 
 
Fall River City Directory, Sampson, Davenport & Co., 1880 - Free (Internet Archive) 
 
Fall River City Directory, Sampson, Davenport & Co., 1880 - Free (Internet Archive) 
 
Fall River City Directory, Sampson, Davenport & Co., 1882 - Free (Google Books) 
 
Bristol County Directory, Briggs, 1888-9 - Free (Google Books) 
 
Fall River City Directory, Sampson & Murdock, 1905 - Free (Internet Archive) 
 - Part I (beginning to page 530; William LeClerc) 
 
Taunton City Directory, Sampson & Murdock, 1908 - Free (DistantCousin) 
 
Attleboro City Directory, Sampson & Murdock, 1911 - Free (DistantCousin) 
 
Berkley and Freetown City Directories, White, 1911 - Free (Don's List) 
 - includes Lakeville in Plymouth County 
 
Fall River City Directory, Sampson & Murdock, 1915 - Free (Internet Archive) 
 
Fall River City Directory, Sampson & Murdock, 1918 - Free (Internet Archive) 
 
Fall River City Directory, Sampson & Murdock, 1921 - Free (Internet Archive) 
 
Taunton City Directory, Sampson & Murdock, 1923 - Free (DistantCousin) 

https://sites.google.com/site/onlinenewspapersite/Home/usa/ma
http://books.google.com/books?id=HeUCAAAAYAAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=fall river directory&source=gbs_slider_thumb
http://www.archive.org/details/fallriverdirect00unkngoog
http://books.google.com/books?id=fOUCAAAAYAAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=fall+river+directory&ei=nWAITPryCYamlQTI86HeDA&cd=1
http://books.google.com/books?id=GOsCAAAAYAAJ&pg=RA1-PR4&dq=fall+river+directory&ei=nWAITPryCYamlQTI86HeDA&cd=9
http://books.google.com/books?id=GOsCAAAAYAAJ&pg=RA1-PR4&dq=fall+river+directory&ei=nWAITPryCYamlQTI86HeDA&cd=9
http://books.google.com/books?id=GOsCAAAAYAAJ&pg=RA1-PR4&dq=fall+river+directory&ei=nWAITPryCYamlQTI86HeDA&cd=9
http://www.archive.org/details/fallrivermassach19051samp
http://distantcousin.com/directories/MA/Taunton/1908/
http://distantcousin.com/Directories/MA/Attleboro/1911/
http://www.donslist.net/PGHLookups/LakevilleMA1911M.htm
https://sites.google.com/site/onlinedirectorysite/Home/usa/ma/plymouth
http://www.archive.org/details/fallriverdirecto1915bost
http://www.archive.org/details/fallriverdirecto1918bost
http://www.archive.org/details/fallriverdirecto1921bost
http://www.archive.org/details/fallriverdirecto1921bost
http://distantcousin.com/directories/MA/Taunton/1923/




Map Your Ancestors Homes 

To get started, follow these steps: 
• Open your spreadsheet 
• Select and copy all your data 
• Open your web browser and go to batchgeo.com 
• Click on the location data box with the example data in it, 

then paste (Ctrl+V or Cmd+V) your own data 
• Check to make sure you have the proper location data 

columns available by clicking "Validate and Set Options" 
• Select the proper location column from each drop down 
• Click "Make Map" and watch as the geocoder performs its 

process 
 

https://batchgeo.com/


Open Spreadsheet and Copy Data 



Go to batchgeo.com 

https://batchgeo.com/


Hit – Map Now 



Family Locations in Boston, MA 





Family Locations in Co Cork Ireland 


