Researching City Directories
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City Directories for Genealogy

* City directories date back to around 1752 in
the United States

e Gives insight into your ancestor's community,
often including sections on neighborhood
churches, cemeteries, and hospitals, plus
organizations, clubs, associations, and
societies.



Why Use Directories

Helpful for research in large cities, where a high percentage
of the people were renters, new arrivals, or temporary
residents.

Is a source to help identify an ancestor who was not
registered to vote and did not own property.

Learn the exact years your ancestor inhabited a place.

Locate ancestor in a census that hasn’t been indexed (esp.
state census).

Estimate year of immigration.
Learn occupation and employer as identifiers

Find other family members — useful to pinpoint possible
DNA matches.



Information Often Found in City
Directories

Name and occupation of head of household (often men
and female widows; later single employed females)

Name of spouse (often in parentheses following name of
husband; mid to late 19th century)

Sometimes the names of children, often only those
employed outside the home

Street name and house number of residence
Occupation
Work address (if employed outside the home)

A listing of names received too late for inclusion in the
alphabetical portion



Abbreviations

GENERAL ABBREVIATIONS

Ag?t R scco‘\ﬁmatnl drsmkr .... dressmaker
s & adjuster
wdmn ... administrator gd?;;,x 5 5 'éﬂhiafla;:
or administration | glec” | electrical or
adv ........advertlsing| 77777 electrie
agey «... agency | electn . electriclan
agrl . “agriculture | electro electrotyper
agt . .... agent|elev , ... elevator
al ... ... glley | emp employee
Am . "Amerlcan eng engineer
appr apprentice { engr . . engraver
apts . apartments | equlp equipment
archt architect | e ., east side
asmblr assembler | exam examiner
assoc associate exchange
asst assistant . express
atndt attendant fact
stty . . attorney ‘g actory
aud . audltor oundry
8y o ... avenue Eez}]eg::
bgemn ... baggageman
bkbndr ... bookbinder finisher
bkpr .. . .bookkeeper Oreman
bldr . bullder - forewomsn
blk .. .. blac 1o LA e
blksmith ... blacksmith s it
blrmkr bollermaker reditre
blvd ........ boulevard | ¢, tu n{shln
bmo. .business macbine TIES . k8
operator gdnr . . gardener
b ke v.... branch|#ds .. ... goods
brklyr bricklsyer | genl ... . general
brkmn brakeman | £eol . geologist
bur bureau | £ovt government
CBPL ... woinemian Christlan | £7° o3 BTOCOE
Sclence Practitloner | P - bouseholder
cabtmkz . cabinetmaker h“"d‘;esse"
CATD Wi carpenter ; har;;ware
cash .. ... cashier ... helper
chauf . chauffeur handler
chem ..... chemist or hospital
chemical dquartere
EBE wnwsmmnamieres chief housekeeper
chkr .. checker - heating
eIE .. circle Helghts
elv elvil implements
clk ... clerk .. Insurance
cin. . or cleaner - lnspector or
clo clothing inspection
collr “collector | Instr ........ instructor
coml .. “commercial lnt dec ....... interlor
comn ...... commission decorator
comnr ... commissioner | Int rev.internal revenue
comp . . compositor Inv ....... investment
condr _. conductor | J2n - Janltor
confr confectloner | Jwir . Jeweler
constn .constructlon | kpr keeper
contr contractor | la .. lane
COT ...comcaive . corner | lab . " laborer
corres correspundent laby lnborntory
ct . . .. court | lbr , ... lumber
ctr . . cutter | Jibrn 1ibrarlan
custdn . custodlan | lino . linotype
1 . dellvery | litho . lithographer
. deputy | Indrs .. laundress
dletitlan Indry laundry
. director ltd . 1imited
: dispatcher  1wyr .......... lawyer
dist .. ... district mach ..machinlst or
distr . distributor machine
dlv .. ..divislon mdse merchandise
dir .. ... dealer mech ...... mechanic
dmnstr emonstrator or mechanical
do....... ditto or same med .. medlcal
drive | Met Metropolitan

dr nin
drftsmn ....

Abr
Alex

" drafteman | meter rdr

meter reader

mfg .... manufacturing
mfr manufacturer
mgr . manager
mkr maker
mkt market
mldr . molder
mlnr miliiner

+.. man
monotype
messenger
.. master
malntenance
mt mortgage
mtr.motorman or motor

." National
. northeast
. north side
..northwest

office
opposite
. operator
. opticlan
oplometrht
. osteopath
Public School
PTS ..... Postal
Transportation Service
pase passenger
pharm .. pharmacist
photographer
physlcian
« park
packer
parkway
. place
.0 Dlumber or
plumbing
pollsher
plasterer
... painter
. president
proofreader
... principal
. private

printer
. produce
professor
press feeder
pressman
preeser
palterumnker
. public
vublls‘hcr or
publishing
purchasing
}-‘ ..resldes or rooms

om
. Roman Cathollc
Rural Dellvery
.+ ... ToOAd
.. reader
real estate
recelving

recpt .... receptionist
refgr .. refrigeratlon or
refrigerator

rep representative
repr . repalrman or
repair

restr .. restaurapt
ret . retall
Rev Reverend
™ ...... .. room

stat

ABBREVIATIONS OF GIVEN NAMES

Abraham

. Alexander

Al .o
Artb .

Aug ..

Benj .
Cath

. Alfred

Arthur
. August
. Benjamin

: . Catberine

CHas < waveres Charles
Danl .... . Dantel
Edw .. Edward
Elz .. Elizabeth
Eug . . Eugene
Fredk Frederick
GEO ceveivarens George

Jag . James
Jos ’ Joseph
Kath . Katherine
Margt Margaret
Michl . Mlichael
Nathl . Nathaniel
PALK < oo viverains Patrick

Ué';lé

eta eng
stsuonary englneer
... statisticlan or
) statletical
.. stenographer

.. sorter
. south side
. statlon

stereotyper
.... storage
“steamfitter
... sette;

supervisor
eouthwest
awitchmsn
.. system

.. teacher
technician
telephone
telegraph
televiaion
.. terrace
timekeeper
... tender
tobacco

. !‘ra nsportation

. trsvellng
tressurer
.. trimmer
‘trsinman
.. tester
township
.... typist

S Navy
underwriter

Univerelity

. upholsterer

.. veterlnary
vulcanizer

..... .. West

wholesale

3 ‘warebouseman

I < covwmaoioimein:s widow
wkr worker
wks . works
widr welder
WS ... west side
wichmn . watchman
ydmn ... .. yardman
ydmstr . yardmaster
Richd ........ Blcbsrd
Robt .. .. Robert
Saml . Samuel
Sol . Solomon
Steph . Stephen
Theo Theodore
Thomss

. Willlam
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What if | Can't Find My Ancestor?

 Make sure you have checked every available
city directory for the time period when your
ancestors were living in the area.

* Names were also often misspelled or
standardized, so be sure to check name

variations.
e Check for a street index.



Where to Find City Directories

Ancestry - S, free at FamilySearch Centers, 1821-
1989, dates vary by location, incomplete

Fold3 - S, free at FamilySearch centers, dates vary
by location, incomplete

United States Online Historical Directories-
identifies historical city, county, business and
other directories available online on both free
and pay-to-access websites.

US City Directories - identifies directories by place
and gives repository and call number (incl. FHL
film numbers).



http://search.ancestryinstitution.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=2469
http://search.ancestryinstitution.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=2469
http://search.ancestryinstitution.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=2469
http://search.ancestryinstitution.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=2469
http://search.ancestryinstitution.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=2469
http://www.fold3.com/browse.php
http://www.fold3.com/browse.php
http://www.fold3.com/browse.php
http://www.fold3.com/browse.php
http://www.fold3.com/browse.php
https://sites.google.com/site/onlinedirectorysite/Home/usa
http://www.uscitydirectories.com/

Online Historical Directories

United States Online Historical Directories

Expand your research by checking out the United States Online Historical Newspapers here.

Alabama Alaska Arizona Arkansas California | Colorado
Connecticut | Delaware District of Florida Georgia Hawai'i
Columbia
Idaho linois Indiana lowa Kansas Kentucky
Louisiana Maine Maryland Massachusetts | Michigan | Minnesota
Mississippi Missouri Montana Nebraska Nevada New
Hampshire
New Jersey (New Mexico| New York North Carolina North Ohio
Dakota
Oklahoma Oregon Pennsylvania | Rhode Island South  |South Dakota
Carolina
Tennessee Texas Utah Vermont Virginia | Washington

West Virginia | Wisconsin Wyoming

Home

Report errors and broken links or send suggestions for new listings here.

Subscribe to my blog to get updates about this website.

familystree

101 BEST

WEBSITES
A 2016

© Miriam J. Robbins, 2009-2017
Sign in | Recent Site Activity | Report Abuse | Print Page | Powered By Google Sites



MA Directories by County

Massachusetts Online Historical Directories - listed by county

Expand your research by checking out the Massachusetts Online Historical Newspapers here.

Unsure of which county your city, town or village is a part? Check out RootsWeb's Town/County Locator here.

Barnstable| Berkshire| Bristol Dukes | Essex | Franklin [Hampden

Hampshire|Middlesex|Nantucket| Morfolk |Plymouth| Suffolk |Worcester




Online Historical Directories
https://sites.google.com/site/onlinedirectorysite/

Bristol County, Massachusetts Online Historical Directories
Expand your research by checking out the Massachusetts Online Historical Newspapers here.

Fall River City Directory, Sampson, Davenport & Co., 1880 - Free (Internet Archive)

Fall River City Directory, Sampson, Davenport & Co., 1880 - Free (Internet Archive)

Fall River City Directory, Sampson, Davenport & Co., 1882 - Free (Google Books)

Bristol County Directory, Briggs, 1888-9 - Free (Google Books)

Fall River City Directory, Sampson & Murdock, 1905 - Free (Internet Archive)
- Part | (beginning to page 530; William LeClerc)

Taunton City Directory, Sampson & Murdock, 1908 - Free (DistantCousin)

Attleboro City Directory, Sampson & Murdock, 1911 - Free (DistantCousin)

Berkley and Freetown City Directories, White, 1911 - Free (Don's List)
- includes Lakeville in Plymouth County

Fall River City Directory, Sampson & Murdock, 1915 - Free (Internet Archive)

Fall River City Directory, Sampson & Murdock, 1918 - Free (Internet Archive)

Fall River City Directory, Sampson & Murdock, 1921 - Free (Internet Archive)

Taunton City Directory, Sampson & Murdock, 1923 - Free (DistantCousin)



https://sites.google.com/site/onlinenewspapersite/Home/usa/ma
http://books.google.com/books?id=HeUCAAAAYAAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=fall river directory&source=gbs_slider_thumb
http://www.archive.org/details/fallriverdirect00unkngoog
http://books.google.com/books?id=fOUCAAAAYAAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=fall+river+directory&ei=nWAITPryCYamlQTI86HeDA&cd=1
http://books.google.com/books?id=GOsCAAAAYAAJ&pg=RA1-PR4&dq=fall+river+directory&ei=nWAITPryCYamlQTI86HeDA&cd=9
http://books.google.com/books?id=GOsCAAAAYAAJ&pg=RA1-PR4&dq=fall+river+directory&ei=nWAITPryCYamlQTI86HeDA&cd=9
http://books.google.com/books?id=GOsCAAAAYAAJ&pg=RA1-PR4&dq=fall+river+directory&ei=nWAITPryCYamlQTI86HeDA&cd=9
http://www.archive.org/details/fallrivermassach19051samp
http://distantcousin.com/directories/MA/Taunton/1908/
http://distantcousin.com/Directories/MA/Attleboro/1911/
http://www.donslist.net/PGHLookups/LakevilleMA1911M.htm
https://sites.google.com/site/onlinedirectorysite/Home/usa/ma/plymouth
http://www.archive.org/details/fallriverdirecto1915bost
http://www.archive.org/details/fallriverdirecto1918bost
http://www.archive.org/details/fallriverdirecto1921bost
http://www.archive.org/details/fallriverdirecto1921bost
http://distantcousin.com/directories/MA/Taunton/1923/

Go gle fall river directory

Books

EBOOK - FREE

Get this book in print ¥

Y <

|
| 0 Reviews
/‘ Write review

Fall River Directory

Collins Go
About this book
» My library
» My History

Books on Google Play

Terms of Service

Result 1 of 5 in this book for Collins -

FALL RIVER DIRECTORY. 79

Collins Michael, laborer, house 42 William

Collins Michael, laborer, boards 2 Seabury, ward 4

Collins Patrick, laborer, house 4 Beach

Collins Richard, weaver, house 450 Pleasant

Collins Stephen D. engineer, house 8 Taylor

Collins Sylvia A. Mrs. house 21 Elm

Collins Thomas, weaver, boards 4 Wilcox avenue

Collins Thomas, laborer, house 7 Linden

Collins Thomas C. pilot, house 11 Elm

Collins Thomas E. engineer, boards 8 Taylor

Collins William, laborer, house rear 6 Freedom

Colling William, weaver, boards 4 Wilcox avenue

Collins William, teamster, house 20 Ferry

Collins William, jr. laborer, boards rear 6 Freedom

Colombe Francois, laborer, house 8 Eleventh

Colombe Ignace, weaver, boards 13 Sagamore mills block

Colombe Joseph, laborer, house 58 North Main

Colombe Pierre, house 460 North Main

Colombe Pierre, jr. laborer, house 460 North Main

Colombe Treffle, operative, boards 452 North Main

Colston Charles, butcher, house 6 Claflin

Colway John, laborer, houwse 54 Ferry

Comerford William, baker, house 49 Snell

Commeau Joseph, operative, house 58 Robeson

Comstock Fred A. salesman, 3 Richmond, h. 14 Cambridge,
cor. Richmond

Comstock Jonathan F.& Sons, wholesale butchers, 69 Second

Comtois Catharine, widow, house 12 Unity

Conanicut Mills, C. E. Lindsey, treas., Bay, cor. Mt. Hope

CONANT PRELET D. & CO. (J. O. Neill), dealers in
doors, sashes, and blinds, also hardware and paints, 63
and 65 Bedford, house 173 So. Main (see page 510)

Conboy M. laborer, house 26 Read

Conboy Thomas, weaver, house rear 31 Lindsey

Conboy William, laborer, house 21 George

Condon Pierce, loom fixer, house 29 Snell

Cone M. M. L. Mrs. house 2 Franklin

Cone Oscar J. removed to Topeka, Kansas

Conefey Alice, widow, house 52 Spring

Conefey James, laborer, house 24 Seventh

CONGDON. CARPENTER. & CO.. E. E. Barnev. agent.



Map Your Ancestors Homes

To get started, follow these steps:

Open your spreadsheet
Select and copy all your data
Open your web browser and go to batchgeo.com

Click on the location data box with the example data init,
then paste (Ctrl+V or Cmd+V) your own data

Check to make sure you have the proper location data
columns available by clicking "Validate and Set Options"

Select the proper location column from each drop down

Click "Make Map" and watch as the geocoder performs its
process



https://batchgeo.com/

Open Spreadsheet and Copy Data

@)\ 9-0-):
Ca) |

Home Insert Page Layout Formulas Data Review View
B *C“t Calibri 1 - A A== =] | SiwrepText
P—aste S v|| 55 v || Dy v - = :'—_#'— =
St 2 Format Painter || B M| EH | A~ |E E = ||iE EE| & Merge & Cent:
Clipboard F Font M Alignment
B2 v (o £« | 10 Prospect St., Marlboro, MA
A | B ‘ C D E
1 Year Location
2 1918 10 Prospect St., Marlboro, MA
3 1921-22 27 Norwell St., Dorchester, MA
4 1924-28 132 Roseclair St., Dorchester, MA
5 |1930-31 4 Rockdale St., Mattapan, MA
6 1932 34 Boutwell St., Dorchester, MA
7 1933-40 514 Adams St., Dorchester, MA
8 1941 652 Commonwealth Ave., Boston, MA !
2,

-
b



Go to batchgeo.com

' . ’ batCh g e o make maps features pro pricing mobile support blog

Paste your location data below to map it:

( Don't forget to include some header columns - You can also try our Spreadsheet Template (Excel), or hit "Map Now™ and try it out with our example data. )

Validate & Set Options m

Create a map:

i A N SR - (3 I '

1 Address City State Zipcode Name Phone | Fegicn | Unied States A

21 Crossgates Mal RoscAbany  NY 12203 Apple Store Cros (518) 8¢ ey | [———— r

3 Duke Rd & Waiden Ave Buftalo NY 14225 Apple Store Waik (716) 6¢ Oyt Couy [ O r

4 630 0K Country Ra.  Garden City NY 11530 Apple Store Root (516) 24 -~ .\ —

S 160 Walt Whtman Re. Huntington ENY 11746 Apple Store Wat (631) 43 e :

6 9553 Carousel Center CSyracuse  NY 13290 Apple Store Caro (315) 43 b M >

7 2655 RchmondAve  Staten IslanNY 10314 Apple Store Stat (718) 41 oty i K 2
1. Copy your data 2. Validate & set options 3. Map locations
From spreadsheets, to tables in web pages, We make our best guess at your intended We geocode your postcodes / addresses and
databases—anywhere you can visualize a table columns like the address, city, state, zip code, or make your map. It may take a few minutes
with location data you can paste it into BatchGeo latitude / longitude. You may want to set the depending on how many addresses you have, if

If you are starting from scratch, we recommend options yourself if you don't like the default you already had latitude and longitude in your data



https://batchgeo.com/

@ batCh g e o make maps features DIO prici

Paste your location data below tc

10 Prospect St., Marlboro, MA
27 Norwell St., Dorchester, MA
132 Roseclair St., Dorchester, MA
4 Rockdale St., Mattapan, MA

34 Boutwell St., Dorchester, MA

( Don't forget to include some header columns - You can also try our Spreadsheet Template (Excel), or hit "Map N

Validate & Set Options m

/

Hit — Map Now



Fam|Iy Locatlons in Boston, MA
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batchgeo mussms=m=:

Paste your location data below t

Location

Fomaught, County Cork, Ireland
Coolmona, County Cork, Ireland
Aghabullogue, County Cork, Ireland
Blarney, County Cork, Ireland

{ Don't forget to include some header columns - You can also try our Spreadsheet Template (Excel), or hit "Map |

Validate & Set Options ‘




Family Locations in Co Cork Ireland

Geocoded 5 records.

See your map below. If you find any markers out of place - just drag and drop them to the cormrect location.
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