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What is FamilySearch 

• Operated by the Church of Latter Day Saints, 
the Mormons 

• Free to a registered user 

• A place to research and acquire proof of your 
family history 

• A place to host your own family tree 



Create Your Account or Sign In 



Ever Expanding 

• 5.57 billion searchable names are available in 
four billion searchable historical documents 
that are published to date. 

• The total number of indexed records is 2.4 
billion. 

• FamilySearch.org now has 14.5 million 
photos, 1.6 million documents, 1.1 million 
stories, and nearly 92,000 audio files. 



FamilySearch Collections 

• 1837 Collections on the FamilySearch website as 
of October 7, 2014 

• As of June 20, 2016 there were 2101 collections 

• February 2017 there are now 2200 collections 

• 106 of these have been updated in 2017 

• Organized by 
– Geographic Region 

– Half Century 

– Type of Collection 



New Collections Regularly 



February 2017 Additions to Collections 
• Title Records Last Updated 

• South Africa, Orange Free State, Estate Files, 1951-2006 90,610  *16 Feb 2017 

• Netherlands, Archival Indexes, Miscellaneous Records 3,605,346  *15 Feb 2017 

• Italy, Trapani, Civil Registration (State Archive), 1906-1928 105,264  *15 Feb 2017 

• Denmark, Military Conscription Rolls, 1789-1792  74,156  *14 Feb 2017 

• Italy, Nuoro, Nuoro, Civil Registration (Tribunale), 1866-1915 23,819  *13 Feb 2017 

• Illinois, Cook County, Birth Certificates, 1871-1940 2,859,464  *10 Feb 2017 

• Illinois, Cook County Marriages, 1871-1920  865,669  *10 Feb 2017 

• District of Columbia Court and Emancipation Records, 1820-1863 Browse Images       *10 Feb 2017 

• Alaska, Vital Records, 1816-1959   44,410  *09 Feb 2017 

• Croatia, Delnice Deanery Catholic Church Books, 1725-1926 81,396  *09 Feb 2017 

• Hungary, Jewish Vital Records Index, 1800-1945  41,223  *09 Feb 2017 

• Illinois, Chicago, Catholic Church Records, 1833-1925 302,566  *08 Feb 2017 

• Louisiana World War I Service Records, 1917-1920 74,174  *08 Feb 2017 

• New York State Census, 1865   2,623,218  *08 Feb 2017 

• Illinois, Cook County Deaths, 1878-1994  6,527,955  *08 Feb 2017 

• United States Passport Applications, 1795-1925  1,430,917  *08 Feb 2017 

• Spain, Diocese of Lugo, Catholic Parish Records, 1550-1966 164,950  *08 Feb 2017 

• British Newspaper Archives, Obituaries  579,235  *07 Feb 2017 



Always go back and check again, 
you may be surprised by what you 

find the 10th time you check on 
your ancestors. New records are 

added daily. 



Complete Irish Collections 



Changes in Irish Records 

• Prison Registers, 1790-1924 with 3,127,534 
records on 26 Jun 2012 is now gone 

• Now available is Ireland, Valuation Office 
Books on 05 Dec 2016 with 1,781,373 records 



Ireland Births and Baptisms  
1620-1881 



Ireland Marriages 1619-1898 



Ireland Tithe Applotment Books  
1814-1855 



Ireland, Prison Records 1790-1924 



Ireland, Landed Estate Court Files  
1850-1885 



Ireland, Death 1864-1870 



Ireland, Civil Registration Indexes 
1845-1958 



Ireland, Calendar of Wills & 
Administrations 1858-1920 



Ireland, 1821 Census 



1821 Census 

Census returns from Ireland in 1821. The majority 
of the census returns were destroyed in 1922 but 
there are a few returns that remain for some of the 
counties in Ireland. The census is arranged by 
townland, civil parish, barony and county and 
contains: name, age, occupation, relationship to the 
head of household, and other fields. This collection 
was originally captured at the National Archives of 
Ireland and the index was created by 
FindMyPast.com. 



1821 Census County Records 



Co. Galway Parish Records 



Co. Galway, Parish Athenry, 
Townlands 



Co. Galway, Parish Athenry, Athenry 
Town, Abbey Lane 



1821 Census Actual Records 

• 275,103 records 
indexed 

• 10,459 images 

• Citing this 
Collection 

"Ireland, 1821 
Census", Index and 

images. FamilySearch. 
https://familysearch.o

rg : accessed 2014. 
 



1841 & 1851 Census Records 

The majority of the census returns were destroyed 
in 1922 but there are a few returns that remain for 
a few counties. The census returns contains: name, 
age, occupation, relationship to the head of 
household, date of marriage, education/literacy, 
absent family members, family members who died 
since 1841 and other information. This collection 
was originally captured at the National Archives of 
Ireland and the index was created by 
FindMyPast.com. 



1841 & 1851 Census Search Forms 

Irish Census Search forms 1841 & 1851. The 
government used these forms to search the 1841 & 
1851 Census to prove the age of people applying 
for the Old Age Pension when birth certificates did 
not exist because the person was born before Civil 
Registration had begun. The census search forms 
contain the applicant's name, address, residence in 
1851 with county, barony, parish, townland and 
street as well as the parent's names and head of 
household in 1851. This collection was originally 
captured at the National Archives of Ireland and the 
index was created by FindMyPast.com. 



Extract 
Record from 

the 1851 
Census Search 

Forms 



What Is In the Collection? 

When you are in FamilySearch, looking through 
the Historical Record Collections and are looking 
at a collection list, you will see some collections 
with a camera icon next to the collection and 
some without the camera icon. The camera icon 
tells you that this record collection has digitized 
images of each record within that collection. If 
no icon is shown, there will not be images 
available. 



Images or Indexed? 

• To the right of the collection title, you will see 
either the words Browse Images or you will 
see a number. If you see a number, that 
means the collection has been indexed and 
that the number indicates how many records 
are in the collection. 

• If you see the words Browse Images, this 
means that the collection has not been 
indexed 

 



Family Browse 

• FamilySearch has millions of images on its 
website, many of which are unindexed and 
not searchable. But if you know how to get 
into the catalog and browse around, you can 
find images of birth and death certificates, 
naturalization papers, deeds, wills, estate 
inventories and more. 



Pennsylvania Obituary and Marriage 
Collection, 1947-2010 

 



Browse by Category 



Sort by Obituary Name & Date Range 



Index Pages 



Actual 
Obituary 



Wiki Helps for FamilySearch Record 
Collections 

Did you know that understanding a document’s 
background is an important part of quality 
family history research? People wanting to use 
documents for genealogical research should 
understand “why and under what circumstances 
the records were created” because “by 
understanding the creation, purpose, and use of 
genealogical records … genealogists can then 
effectively use, interpret, and evaluate the 
information in those records” 



Record Images 



Creation of Records 

Because family history depends on finding 
records about individuals and families, you 
should understand the nature of the records 
that you will be searching. In fact, one 
requirement of the Genealogical Proof 
Standard is that “the data’s background context 
[be] considered.” This means, among other 
things, understanding why and under what 
circumstances the records were created. 



Genealogical Proof Standard  

• The purpose of the Genealogical Proof Standard is to show what 
the minimums are that a genealogist must do for his or her work to 
be credible. 

• There are five elements to the Genealogical Proof Standard: 
• A reasonably exhaustive search has been conducted. 
• Each statement of fact has a complete and accurate source citation. 
• The evidence is reliable, and has been skillfully correlated and 

interpreted. 
• Any contradictory evidence has been resolved. 
• The conclusion has been soundly reasoned. 
• Any proof statement is subject to re-evaluation when new evidence 

arises. 
 



Advantages of Collections 

• Firstly, you can refine your search to a specific 
country or region 

• Secondly, you can refine your search to a more 
specific time frame 

• Thirdly, you can refine your search to a specific 
type of record 



Search Tips for FamilySearch 
Historical Records 

There are SO many records online at FamilySearch 
now that a general search often turns up hundreds 
if not thousands of irrelevant results. Sometimes 
this leads people to claim that FamilySearch has 
nothing on their family. Do keep in mind as you 
search, however, that these are historical records. 
While FamilySearch does have some records with 
information on living or recently deceased 
individuals, this is not true of the majority of their 
collections.  



Tip Page One 

• Check the Exact Search Boxes – When you're 
getting a lot of irrelevant results, try checking 
the exact search boxes next to the names and 
other information you're fairly confident of.  

• Try Using Wildcards – FamilySearch recognizes 
both the * wildcard (replaces one or more 
characters) and the ? wildcard (replaces a 
single character). Wildcard searches work 
both with and without exact search. 



Tip Page Two 

• Narrow by Date or Event – Select a life event 
(birth, marriage, residence, death or any) to 
narrow your search by a particular date 
and event (e.g. someone born in Ireland about 
1850). Residence search is the one I use most. 

 



Tip Page Three 

• Narrow by Relationship – Select Spouse, Parents, 
or Other Person to narrow your search by 
entering either the name of a parent, spouse or 
possible sibling/associate. This search technique 
is especially useful for locating siblings - just enter 
the surnames of both the mother and the father 
and leave everything else blank. If the two 
surnames are common you may need to also add 
one or both first names, or narrow by location. 
You can also use this technique when searching a 
particular record collection. 



Tip Page Four 

• Search by Collection – A general search 
almost never works well for me unless I'm 
searching for someone with a very unusual 
name. For best results, I almost always start a 
new search at FamilySearch by browsing by 
location down to a particular record collection 
(e.g. Ireland Marriages, 1619-1898). You can 
also use the "Narrow by Relationship" 
technique discussed above within each 
collection. 

 



Tip Page Five 

• Show Preview – Once your search has 
returned a list of results, click on the little 
upside-down triangle to the right of each 
search result to open a more detailed preview. 
This reduces the time than clicking back and 
forth between the results list and the result 
pages. 

 



Tip Page Six 

• Filter Your Results - If you're searching across 
multiple collections at one time, use the Category 
list in the left-hand navigation bar to narrow your 
results by category. This is useful for filtering out 
census records, for example, which often end up 
topping results lists. Once you've narrowed to a 
particular category (Births, Marriages & Deaths, 
for example), the left-hand nav bar will list record 
collections within that category, with the number 
of results that match your search query next to 
each collection title. 
 



Tip Page Seven 

• Browse as Well as Search – Many collections at 
FamilySearch are only partially searchable at any given 
point in time, and this information isn't always easy to 
determine from the collection list. Even if a particular 
collection is searchable, try comparing the total 
number of searchable records listed in the Collections 
List with the total number of records available if you 
select the record set and scroll down to see the 
number of records listed under "View Images in this 
Collection." In many cases you will find there are many 
records available for browsing that aren't yet included 
in the searchable index. 
 



Other Search Tips 

• Search Surname Variants 

• Use Nicknames and Initials 

• Consider Alternate Surnames 

• Use Wildcard Search 

• Search for Family Members 

 



FamilySearch Catalogs 



What is a Catalog? 

• The Catalog is a guide to birth, marriage, and 
death records; census records; church registers; 
books; periodicals; family histories and many 
other records that contain genealogical 
information. These records may be searchable 
online, on microfiche or microfilm, in a book or in 
a computer file. 

• Some entries in the FamilySearch Catalog include 
images of records. When an image is available in 
the catalog, a camera icon will appear to the right 
of the microfilm note associated with that image. 
 



Using the Catalogs Video 



Search Genealogies 



Family History Books 



Allen County Public Library 

http://www.genealogycenter.org/
http://www.genealogycenter.org/


Improved Family Tree Repository 



Online Pedigree Chart 



Family Tree Updates 

• The View My Relationship link will be updated to 
calculate the relationship between you and a 
specific person in your tree. In some cases the 
search parameter has been expanded from the 
current 4 generations up and 1 generation down 
to 15 generations in both directions. 

• You may be related to an ancestor in more than 
one way, including through a spouse. Family Tree 
will show you the relationship that is calculated 
first 

 



FamilySearch Online Tree 

• No import tools for non-LDS 

• No export tools for non-LDS 

• A great tool for your genealogy do-over and 
online family tree 

 



Mobile Android Updates 

• Android Tree App   
– You can now check for possible duplicates for a person. 
– You can now tag persons in photos. This will even let you tag a 

region in the photo, such as behind the faces of multiple people, 
and then “attach” that photo to persons in FamilySearch. 

• Android Memories App 
– You can now tag persons in photos. This will even let you tag a 

region in the photo, such as behind the faces of multiple people, 
and then “attach” that photo to persons in FamilySearch. 
 
 

• Note: This feature has been available in the iOS version of 
Memories and Tree but is new in the Android version. 
 



Secret to Your Success 

•Never give up, keep 
looking! 

•Document your results! 

•Cite the source! 



Friends of Irish Research 

• 899 N. Main St., Brockton, MA 

• Fridays 7:30 – 9:30pm or by appointment 

• 3rd Friday at the ICC Library, Canton 

• http://www.friendsofirishresearch.org 

• friendsofirishresearch@gmail.com 

 

• Computer research center, research tools and 
data , training, research assistance 

http://www.friendsofirishresearch.org/
mailto:friendsofirishresearch@gmail.com

