
RESEARCH: Dual Irish Citizenship 

By Joe Petrie 

I conduct individual genealogical consults on Friday evenings at the Friends of Irish Research 

(FIR) in Brockton MA. Last Friday night at FIR, we were discussing Dual Irish Citizenship when I 

confessed that I had not studied dual Irish citizenship in years. Then I was looking to give my 

wife and our children Irish Passports for Christmas and had never kept up with changes in the 

law. 

My mother-in-law Lena O’Brien Connolly was born in Youghal, County Cork, Ireland, and 

married in Boston. She applied for citizenship but died before being naturalized. According to 

Irish Law, her 3 children are automatically Irish citizens and our 11 grandchildren are entitled to 

Irish citizenship. 

The following are the rules for Citizenship by Descent: 

Citizenship through descent 

If either of your parents was an Irish citizen at the time of your birth, you are an Irish 

citizen, irrespective of your place of birth (unless one of the special conditions relating to 

birth outside Ireland applies; these are described below). If the parent through whom you 

derive Irish citizenship was not alive at the time of your birth, but would have been an Irish 

citizen if alive at that time, you are also an Irish citizen. You derive citizenship through an 

Irish parent whether or not your parents were married to each other at the time of your 

birth. 

 

If you were born outside Ireland to an Irish citizen who was himself or herself born in 

Ireland, then you are an Irish citizen. 

 

If you were born outside Ireland to an Irish citizen who was himself or herself born outside 

Ireland, and any of your grandparents were born in Ireland, then you are entitled to become 

an Irish citizen, and can do so by having your birth registered in the Foreign Births Register 

maintained by the Irish Department of Foreign Affairs. You can do this by applying to your 

nearest Irish embassy or consular office. A list of these is available on the website of the 

Department of Foreign Affairs at www.dfa.ie. If you are entitled to register, your Irish 

citizenship is effective from the date of registration. 

 

If you are of the third or subsequent generation born abroad to an Irish citizen (in other 

words, one of your parents is an Irish citizen but none of your parents or grandparents were 

born in Ireland), you may be entitled to become an Irish citizen by having your birth 

registered in the Foreign Births Register; this depends on whetheryour parent through 

whom you derive Irish citizenship had himself or herself become an Irish citizen by being 

registered in the Foreign Births Register before you were born. 

http://www.dfa.ie/


If you are entitled to register, your Irish citizenship is effective from the date of registration. 

The Irish citizenship of successive generations may be maintained in this way by each 

generation ensuring registration in the Foreign Births Register before the birth of the next 

generation. 

 

The following table may help to explain the situation: 

 

If you are: then you are: 

A born in the island of Ireland 
to an Irish Citizen or to a 
non-Irish national who 

satisfied certain conditions at 
the time of your birth 

an Irish citizen or entitled to Irish citizenship. 

B a child of A, born outside the 
island of Ireland 

an Irish citizen. 

C a child of B and a grandchild 
of A, born outside the island 
of Ireland 

entitled to Irish citizenship, but you must first 
register in the Foreign Births Register. 

D a child of C and a great-
grandchild of A, born outside 

the island ofIreland 

entitled to Irish citizenship, by having your 
birth registered in the Foreign Births Register, 

but only if your parent C had registered by the 
time of your birth. 

 

 

When seeking to register in the Foreign Births Register, you will need to produce 

relevant documentation (birth and marriage certificates and other relevant records 

for yourself and those through whom you trace your Irish ancestry) to confirm your 

citizenship. 

 

There is a fee for the entitled to apply for citizenship. 

 

Source: Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service Irish Citizenship through birth, 

descent and by Naturalisation 
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