Genealogy Basic$ Moreon UsingAncestryoés Public Memt
By Joe Petrie
BACKGROUND::

This article focusebothon navi gati on to an individualadd®n Ancest
how I selectvital informationto gatherand to verifyfor the individual from one or manjublic Member
Trees Also, thearticlefocuses on howerify the gathered information using Ancestry Library.

The articleis a follow-on totwo of my Genealogy Basidocumendi n cbgen. orgbs Records
namedi Ge ngy®8dsios How t o use Ancestry Publ i ciGavealogyer Tr e
Basics- Cautious Using Ancestry's Public Member Trei

In the firstarticle | focused orhow navigate to th&ublicMember Tree (henceforth PMTécord(s)

Because ofoftware changein Ancestry that brings oreMT recordto the forefronbf the Search

Results screen, the first artiégkeinconsistent with the current software. The article neagddting.

Also, thefirst PMT recordon the Results screerambe theonly PMT record The software identifies

when there are othens addition, when there are many PMTSs, the software appears to randomly display
one PMT.

In the second documentadlvised users to be wary of timformationi n A n cRM3 g¢becguéeauch

of it is unverified.In thearticle, using0 PMTs for my grandfather, Edmund E Petrie, | indicated that

most contributors used my early data (without attribution) that was erroneous. It was not until
grandfat her 6 s de at the Nowa Sontia ¥itl Stadisdics WeblSitef s hed i n
https://www.novascotiagenealogy.conthat | discovered my errorwas to blame because | asked a
cousinnottoshar&d @ NB a S| NOK S a Lisfobatio. She puyitim RMIT Ne&osd that Q

appears to be the unattributed source for almostather2 ¥ 3INJ YRTIPMBSNI t SGNA SQa

INTRODUCTION:

There were a number of items that precipitated the article. Firsaffesthe first releasef the current
Ancestry software, ldda conversation with peer genealogista Btiday evening meeting at the Friends
of Irish Research in Brockton Mabout the softward contended that Ancestry had erred by displaying
one PMT record(with a note when there were similar trefedjowed by the remainder of the resulté o
thesearchHrom other Ancestry filesObviously, if there was nBMT recordretrieved, there was no
record to be displayed. 6 | | a d mil suggedted tnPMT reeovde be ignore@hecurrentresults
software seem® randomly displayne of the many PMTs for thiedividual.

Secondafter someuse of the PMT records) a seminat indicatedthat PMT records caprovide clues

Now, after considerable use ¥ recordson a 12 generation Boutilier Modified RegisReport that is

in process, | have concluded that PMT records can be a terrific re$oufcks like me who want to

find recordsthat can be quickly verifiedRlease note that the Boutiliercordthat | selected for the

starting point of this articlehallenged my statement of records being quickly validaded father died

when she was a baby. Ordype Canadian Census listed her. | was lucky to find heildensus in

Ancestry. Hesurnamewvas misspelledShe immigrated to New Hampshire as a teenaghrher mother,

stepfather (who was not a Boutilier) and ss@gings. Finally, there are not a lot of New Hampshire
databasesoAncestry. For themyedarabasbdatl dbl I seateh Fa
internetresourcegor verification

In this article, | spend time on documenting the protessto verify informationusing AncestryWhy?

As a member of the Association of Professional Genealogists, | try to verify the information twice. In
PMTs, I find thatthe verification succeskeys areAttachmentand Surces| am very pleased when a
Search Results screen shauseecord or records witlmore tharone Atachmentand one 8Surce The
likelihood forquick verificationincreasesvhen there armmany Atachmentand SurcesUnforturately,

for theindividual that | selectedor this article there is onyPMT with multiple Attachments and
Sources.


https://www.novascotiagenealogy.com/

One PMTwith many sources and Attachmeigts® good news story. The bad news is that there are a
couple of Attachments that PMTthat shalld not have beelinked to the Date of Birth. Neither had a
full date of birth. More on that later.

NAVIGATION:

The following screen print isom the AncestryLibrary Home pagePlease note th&tncestry Library

usagd s courtesy of Iinyemdrial herarytweere hvdlsntedd.Specifically,lecture

and conduct individual consultations. In addition, my wife and | are members of the Friends of the Morrill
Library. All of my genealogy activities alested on the laspage of the article. Abre volunteer

activities | do not charge or @ept fees. | accept donations tbe Friends of Irish Research
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The next print screen shows thiselected he Search Tabn the Home Pagerhe drg down shows a
number of catagdes that can be selectediseleced All Catagories beuaae | exxpected a paucity of
vital records for the selected individuél L {1y Sé FNBY .26 | SASNAOKQa 2 2NI
mother had died in New Hampshire.)
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TheL ¥y R A @%eRrdalsdre@riis shown below. | @eté Sarah Isabel Boutilier born in Nova Scotia in
1865.She is theonly daughter of Rebecca Smith and David Filleal BoutBigpposedly, David and
Rebecca had up to 3 childréefore David passed awa§arah is the only chigl ¥ 5 Ith@tAféuo
Shewas a teenager wheher mother and stegather movedthe familyto New Hampshirel. foundher

in one Canadian Census with a misspelled surname. (I expected her to be in two Censuses.)
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The Result screeen follows. Please note thatrée®rd at the botton of the screen is from a New
Hampshire database. That surprised me because | expewbdstly Canadiarrecords
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1637-1947
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The firstresultthat is displayedn the Results scredn always a PM{ if one existslt is the item that
has a borderTheines immediagly under the imageor photo on the lefisa link to the detailedrACTS
in the PMT. In this case it is only the Bryant FamilyPMT. (There were lots more PMTSs.)

At the top right side of théorder(under the REHORDS and CATEGORIES buttons tharénis labelled
& SS Y2 NB af Mk dispkyedvhenthereisat least one otherPMT. The link displays a
few PMTs. Each PMT is hyperlinkEcbm the abovesummaryon the immediate right of the imag®f
the Bryant PMT, | learned th&barahlsobellewas married. | verified that she was married twice and
had 4 female childrerg three by the first husbandThree had children. One never married.

The followingscreenis the first set ofover 10 linkedPMTsjncluding theBryant Family PMT

Sarah Isabel Boutilier x Y
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Results 1-20 of 474 - <
Sarah sabal - RECORDS CATEGORIES
Boutilier .
Nuts1.1.12revised(2) name: Sarah Isabelle Boutilier
s0RN: 1865 ‘ = PUBLIC MEMBER TREE a7 11 Dec 1865 - Halifax
sv:Nova Scotia,... . 1 attached record, 2 sources David Filleal C' Boutilier, Rebecca
PARENTS: o
Edit Search | New Search Smith
5 Nuts1.1.12revised(1) name: Sarah Isabelle Boutilier
All Categories PUBLIC MEMBER TREE airTH: 11 Dec 1865 - Halifax
Family Trees 1 attached record, 2 sources David Filleal C' Boutilier, Rebecca
PARENTS: _
Public Member Trees Smith
Family Data Collection -
L Dauphinee Family Tree nave: Sarah Isabel Boutilier
Marriages m Rt
Family Data Collection - R ‘
1source 04 Jan 1929 (4 Jan 1929) -
Deaths DEATH: N .
Family Data Collection - Portsmouth, NH (New Hampshire)
- David Filleal C' Boutilier, Rebecca
Births ARENTS i
Family Data Collection - Smith
Individual Records
Shortcut Keys » Bryant Fa{nil}/ Trie nawe: Sarah Isabel Boutilier
RUBCICHEMBER TREE erH: 11 Dec 1865 - Canada
1 attached record, 2 sources 11 Jul 1887 - Portsmouth,
MARRIAGE:
! Rockingham, New Hampshire
David Filleal C Boutilier, Rebecca
RENTS
Smith

oy TR e 6

From the third result, the Daupinee PMT, | learne&w S 6 SOOI { YA U KZX Daalail Af A SN

Death. | verified it after | determined thatw S 6 S @é€zbdn@Busband was Thomas J TrueméBelieve
me it took more time than | estimated.)The clue wasISNJ K  Loaly Garfadian Qensus recditht |

found ¢ the one with misspelledurname As an aside K SNBE | NB y2 NBO2NRa F2NJ L&l

children, stepfather and stepgsiblings in the Nova Scotia Genealogy web site
(novascotiagenealogy.com).



The following screen print is the second setlufee PMTscreenprints.

£ Sarah Isabel Boutilie: x §__\
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Jenness of NH and Keene of RI nave: Sarah Isabel Boutilier
PUBLIC MEMBER TREE girTh: 11 Dec 1863
4 attached records, 5 sources 4 Jan 1929 - Portsmouth,

oeath: Rockingham, New Hampshire,
USA
11 Jul 1887 - Portsmouth,
- Rockingham, New Hampshire
seouse: Clarence Albert Jenness

Sheila's Family Tree name: Sarah Isabel Boutilier
PUBLIC MEMBER TREE airrh: Dec 1863
1source 11 Jul 1887 - Portsmouth,
MARRIAGE

. Rockingham, New Hampshire
David Boutilier, Rebecca Smith
spouse: Clarence Albert Jenness

name: Sarah Isabelle Boutilier

RUBLICM L arTH: 11 Dec 1865 - Halifax
1 attached record, 1 source David Filleal C' Boutilier, Rebecca
PARENTS
Smith

Walsh Family Tree

PUBLIC MEMBER TREE

nave: Sarah Isabelle Boutilier
w: 11 Dec 1865 - Halifax
1source _____DavidFilleal C' Boutilier, Rebecca

oo TE e 6

The first item on theabovescreen printthe Jenness NH and Keefe RIPMTE A 4G SR { I NI KQ&a & L
Clarence A Jennesbverified the marriage record in the PMT AttachmenBecausd. 8 2 0 St f SQa T A N&
husband married and died betreen the US 1880 and 1900 Censuses and because Sarah Isobelle

remarried before the Census of 1900, her three Jenness daughters were listed in thelir IstépK S NI &
K2dzaSK2ft Rd . & Of A 01 AGZEANMIVU i KIS T 2adey RNBVWIRKWR Q& /A {CIY |y
second husband.also verifiedthe marriage record irthe PMT Attachment

Please note that thdenness NH and Keefe RI PB¥idwed 4 Attached Records and 5 Sources. (The
other PMTamostlyhad either 1 Sorce or 1 Source and 1 Attachmentreviewed albf the Sources and
Attachments. Most were Ancestry Public Mamber Trees without attribution.

The following screen print is the last of the PMTs for Sarah Isabel Boutilier



<p| Sarah Isabel Boutilier x §__\

<« c Usea;ch4ancestrylibrary4com,(gkbwn/sse,dll?gi:42&gss:angs—g&new:;&vank:i&msT:i&gsr’n:53!ah~Zsabe\&gsfn_xz@&gsln:Bout;iier&gsin_xzo&msx,a.rpn__;’j (:z]---l =

= Apps (1 Morrill Memori... (] Weather wp Norwood Light.. G Google ¥ Bookmarks ™ Joe's APG Gmail M Joe's Gmail M Ellen’s Gmail (3 Other bookmarks ‘
PRRENTS DaVIU DULUTIET, REUSCCa ST

seouse: Clarence Albert Jenness

-

Nuts1.1.12revised name: Sarah Isabelle Boutilier
PUBLIC MEMBERTREE eirTH: 11 Dec 1865 - Halifax
1 attached record, 1 source __David Filleal C' Boutilier, Rebecca
PARENTS: Smith
Walsh Family Tree name Sarah Isabelle Boutilier
RUBLIC MEMBERTREE sirTH: 11 Dec 1865 - Halifax
1 source __David Filleal C' Boutilier, Rebecca ol
‘ PARENTS: Smith

name:Sarah Isabelle Boutilier
eirTH: 11 Dec 1865 - Halifax

1source David Filleal C' Boutilier, Rebecca N
PARENTS:
Smith
Joan Lorraine (Pratt) Conrad Family Tree name: Sarah Isabelle Boutilier

PUBLIC MEMBER TREE iR+ 11 Dec 1865 - Halifax

1source David Filleal C. Boutilier, Rebecca
PARENTS:
Smith
smith Family Tree name:Sarah Isabelle Boutilier

PUBLIC MEMBER TREE

sirT#: 11 Dec 1865 - Halifax
earents: David Filleal C' Boutilier

1 source

oy o~ reraNe 6| T T——

Please note that the remainder this document focuses on the Jenness of NH and Keefe of RI PMT.

Why? It was the only one withttachments withverifiable data. For example, two of the attachments

are New Hampshi¥ I NNA | 3S NB O2NR& T2 NJ { | NIPKIT rechrdisishérQa ¢ 2
two husbands, her 4 chilren etiely compliments to the author!

The following screen print & result of clicking othe linkedJennes®f NH and Keefef Rl PMTile

name The format of screen print is FACTS. FACTS is the default formas€eFtoaun read the LIFE
STORY by clicking on the LIFE SDOtN. GALLERY shows images. My experience is that GALLERY
usually is empty.
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*Z  JENNESS OF NHAND KEENE... v 22 % TooLSs v

Sarah Isabel Boutilier

BIRTH 11 DEC 1863 « Nova Scotia
DEATH 4 JAN 1929 « Portsmouth, Rockingham, New Hampshire, USA

‘ LIFESTORY | FACTS | GALLERY

Facts Sources Family
Name and gender v Ancestry Sources Parents
1863 Birth 1900 United States 1 Unknown Father
AGE) 11 Dec 1863 » Nova Scotia Federal Census
2 Sources

. 1910 United States
1882 Arrival
1882 Federal Census
Spouse & Children

l Unknown Mother

1 Source

2 Clarence Albert Jenness
T Aisival Ancestry Family Trees 1857-1898
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¢ KS AYRA@ARdZ f Qaimelire Onithe Eft, iden@ySvNdiekt@re is a spuide.aClicking on a
factwith a source, shows the link to the specific source. For example, in the following screen print, |
clicked orBirth and the software kinkedtthe two Census record€oth Census records list John A
Coleman as the head of the household. Sarah Isabeawadow with three children when she married

John.

In the following print screenf the bottom of thescreeh { I NI K Lal 60Sf Qa ©v Kdzadol YR
children are itemizean the right under Family Thelist includesyears of birth and deathEach recadd is

linked to another PMTClicking on the lirR &  AskidwéH$letailed information in the FACTS forniiat.

shows thattwo of the Jenness daught (Bessie and Florence) matidBessie had children.



