Genealogy Basic$ An Amazing Free GenealogyWeb Site, UK and Irish
Genealogy(www.genuki.org.uk), that has a fantastic Getting Started in
Genealogy Link (www.genuki.org.uk/gs)

By Joe Petrie
INTRODUCTION:

On November 9, 2016, | will be giving a 30 minute seminar on Starting Genealogy at the Common Hour of
my alma mater, St. Anselm College in Manchester NH. The principal focus will be Getiieg Started
in Genealogy LinKwww.genuki.org.uk/g3/

Also, | oftengive one to two hour seminang Getting Starteih GenealogyPeersall the seminars:
Genealogy 100.will be giving two seminars entitled Genealogy 101 at the Morrill Memdvilatary in
Norwood MA on September 1@016anda shorter versioat St Anselm College in Manchester NH on
November 9, 2016&-or both presentationk, 6 | | wsereen wimtsnrem th@etting Started in
Genealogy Linkwww.genuki.org.uk/g3/

BACKGROUND:

Why Genealogy 10&nd not Genealogy00? Essentially)] wanted to replace some old content with new
content.Initially, | started to whittle down material from priGenealogy 108eminars and presentations.
There were so many web sithsit| wanted to includelt was a challenge. It was like force fitting 10
pounds of potatoes into a five pwlibag. After a few attempts, | was unhappy. | was not satisfied
matter what | tried.

| put Genealogy 10bn the backburnerto searchGooglefor my Tobin ancestar Specifically, | searched
f o RC Harish in Gowrg Kilkenny, Ireland. One result in my Google search was the UK and Ireland
Genealogyweb site(www.genuki.org.uk).I selected iandfound a vast array dfee genealoglinks on

the Home pagicluding Getting Starteih Genealogywww.genuki.org.uk/g3/

MY GOAL - SHOW NAVIGATION:

Thescreen prinn the next pagis a portionthe UK and Ireland Genealogyome Pagef-or my Tobin
research, tlicked on two of the twentgne links:lreland(in the left columnjand Getting Started in
Genealogy(in the right. Please note that theisea copyrightl wrote the Trustees and requested permission
to usesix screen printfrom Geting darted in genealogyn my presentations. The six dree screen prints

of a fewof the numerougems inthe content in th&etting started in genealodink and one inhe
Contentlink. | received permisen within hours.
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M GENUKI provides a virtual reference library of genealogical information of particular relevance to the UK and Genealogical events

Ireland. It is a non-commercial service, maintained by a charitable trust and a group of volunteers.

For potential contributors Who are we?

All material on this site is © GENUKI and individual contributors. For permission to re-use material please

For maintainers contact the GENUKI trustees. GENUKI service status

GENUKI is a registered trade mark of the charitable trust GENUKI Copyright © 2015, GENUKI. Hosted by Mythic Beasts Ltd.
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Getting Started in Genealogy and Family History

Genealogy and Family History
Decide what your aim is

Work backwards

Record vour relativ
Document your sources

Has it already been done?

] ilv Historv
Use the local Archive Office
Join a society
Do not rely just on online sources

Tai
Types of information source
Tracing enmgrants

W Far y 9

Reading old-style handwriting
From genealogy to family history
Wiite up vour results

Einally ...

Selected references for further readin,
APPENDIX: Other Introductory Accounts
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Genealogy and Family History -




The following screen print is the result of clicking on finst link (Genealogand FamilyHistory) in the
left column.The user can read all of the links without returning to the above d¢heehop) The user can
skip links by pressing the Top link at the bottom of the secliba.user can then skip to anothiek.
(Please igare he other linksat the top of the screen print
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Genealogy and Family History

Genealogy is the study of the descents of families and persons from an ancestor or ancestors. This study is undertaken by many people out of interest in their personal and family origins. As a
hobby it can become pleasantly addictive. at least to the person concerned. However the study is also undertaken professionally, not just in order to provide a commercial service that can be used
by people who are seeking help in researching their origins, but also for very serious legal and financial reasons. Thus there are pted dards for doing logy "properly" - standards that
we recommend you seek to learn and emulate.

The term Family History used to be regarded as synonymous with Genealogy. but now it applies to biographical research into one's ancestors - the aim typically being to produce a well-
documented narrative history, of interest to family members and perhaps future generations. Thus the study of family history involves putting flesh on the skeleton that is produced by genealogy
- and involves the study of the historical circumstances and geographical situation in which ancestors lived. (The resulting ability to associate historical events with particular generations or
individuals of your family can help history come really alive for you.)

This server aims to provide you with information and sources of guidance on both genealogy and family history. However in this brief account we will concentrate on providing some very basic
advice on genealogy - we hope it will help you whether you are an inhabitant of the British Isles. wanting to start by tracing your immediate forebears. or you live overseas, and have found that
some of your perhaps distant ancestors came from here, and now would like to find out more about them.

However one word of warning - these notes of guidance should not be regarded as a substitute for good old-fashioned books. Especially if you are a beginner you are strongly advised to start by
visiting your local library and doing some reading on genealogy. There are many useful introductory books on genealogy and family history which will provide you with more complete and
coherent guidance as to how to get started than you will get here. or from merely posting a series of questions to the newsgroup or mailing list with which this server is associated.

Incidentally, if you are lucky enough to live within convenient reach of one of the many Family History Centres of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (the Mormons) make sure to
pay the Centre an early visit to find out what facilities and information resources they have. and how you can use them. The volunteers who run these centres. which are freely open to all. will
not do your research for you. but you are very likely to find them a mine of useful information and advice.
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The following screen pt is the result of clicking on theecide what your aim isink.
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However one word of warning - these notes of guidance should not be regarded as a substitute for good old-fashioned books. Especially if you are a beginner you are strongly advised to start by
visiting vour local library and doing some reading on genealogy. There are many useful introductory books on genealogy and family history which will provide you with more complete and
coherent guidance as to how to get started than you will get here. or from merely posting a series of questions to the newsgroup or mailing list with which this server is associated.

Incidentally, if you are lucky enough to live within convenient reach of one of the many Family History Centres of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (the Mormons) make sure to

pay the Centre an early visit to find out what facilities and information resources they have, and how you can use them. The volunteers who run these centres. which are freely open to all, will
not do your research for you. but you are very likely to find them a mine of useful information and advice.
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Decide what your aim is

Develop a plan. Think about which lines to follow. You have two parents, four grandparents, eight great-grandparents, and so on. You have to draw the lines somewhere. You can use your time
better if you develop a plan to guide you.

There are in fact three commonly adopted plans:
* Some people aim to produce a "Family Tree" - showing their male-line ancestors (father. grandfather, greatgrandfather. etc.) and the wives, brothers and sisters of these ancestors. (It 1s of
course possible to concentrate on female-line ancestors, but the types of records that were kept, and the common practice whereby a wife took her husband's surname at marriage, can make

this difficult.)

» Others try to produce what is sometimes termed an "Extended Family Tree". Such a tree shows all the collateral branches of a family, i.e. all the descendants (with their spouses) of some
earliest known (typically, but not necessarily) male-line ancestor. An extended family tree therefore will grow to include many of your distant cousins.

* Yet others attempt just to trace as many as possible of their direct ancestors. through both male and female lines. and so produce what is termed an "Ancestry Chart". (In fact, even if you're

only trying to trace your ancestry 1t is wise to record any information you happen to obtain about your ancestors' siblings, since such information can sometimes help to resolve tricky
questions of identification.)

However, whichever aim you set yourself. it is best to oncentrate on just a small part of the tree or chart, so to speak, at any one time - you can always move to another part when you get stuck.

Top -

| started nearly 40 years ago with building a Petrie Pedigree Chart as my goal. Over the years | added the
extended family goal because 1 hit brick wallgeQvay around a wall is teltect information on siblings.

Currently, I am trying to trace my direct ancestors into Ireland.



The following screen print covers tvi@etting started in Genealogy and Family Histiimigs. The first,
Working Backwards is essentially the processegisto produce a Pedigree Chart.

Please note that fony brick walls, | try to work backwards using Marriage records in Ancestry, in
FamilySearch, and in novascotiagalogy.com.



