Genealogy Basics — US Military Records, Using Ancestry to Find Canadians in US Draft
Registration Card Records
By Joe Petrie

This is a first in a series of Military articles for Genealogy Basics.

In the two World Wars, the US government required men to register for the Draft including foreign nationals. The
documents were handwritten on a card form at the local Draft Board. Unfortunately lots of the forms were lost,
damaged or destroyed. For example, my father’s World War II form was missing when I searched for it using
Ancestry Library at my local Library.

The Ancestry description of the database follows:

Source Information
Ancestry.com. U.S., World War | Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA:
Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2005.

Original data: United States, Selective Service System. World War | Selective Service System Draft
Registration Cards, 1917-1918. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration. M1509,
4,582 rolls. Imaged from Family History Library microfilm.

About U.S., World War | Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918

In 1917 and 1918, approximately 24 million men living in the United States completed a World War | draft
registration card. That accounts for approximately 98 percent of men in the U.S. born between 1872 and

1900. The total U.S. population in 1917-1918 was about 100 million individuals, so close to 25 percent of
the total population is represented in these records.

The WWI draft registration cards database can be an extremely useful resource because it covers a
significant portion of the U.S. male population in the early twentieth-century. If you had family in the United
States during WWI, you are likely to find at least one relative’s information within this large collection. In
addition, these cards contain more than just names and dates; they can contain significant genealogical
information such as birthplace, citizenship status, and information on the individual’s nearest relative.

History

On 6 April 1917, the United States declared war on Germany and officially entered World War I. Six weeks
later, on 18 May 1917, the Selective Service Act was passed, which authorized the president to increase
the military establishment of the United States. As a result, every male living within the United States
between the ages of eighteen and forty-five was required to register for the draft.

The period of 1880-1920 was a high immigration period to the United States. Young men were required to
register for the draft regardless of their U.S. citizenship status. Of course, not all the men who registered
actually served in the armed forces, and there were some who enlisted and served in the war but did not
register for the draft.

The database has the some of the Draft Registration card records as well as some related material that frankly is not
covered in the above paragraphs that describe the database.

| decided use Ancestry to search for Boutiliers whose World War | Draft Registration Card records had the Boutilier
surname, a birth address of Canada and was living in Massachusetts. Why Boutilier? Because both of my parents
were Boutiliers and because my database had thousands of Boutiliers, it was logical.



The Ancestry search software returned 89 results. | selected the first record that looked like it was in my database.
Specifically, I selected Freeman Boutilier, age 56, DOB 3 October 1885 living in the South End of Boston in
Suffolk County. The World War | form identified his mother Sarah who was living in Florence, Nova
Scotia as his closest relative. Later | found his World War 1 record showing him living in the Wollaston section
of Quincy in Norfolk County. See the following images:
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When | compared the Draft Registration data to the information with my database, | discovered that my database has
a few Freeman Boutilier records — two were in one family. In my database, the two Freeman Boutiliers were sons of
William Henry Boutilier (B: 1847; D 1931) and Sarah Day (D: 1941) who were married 21 Feb 1871 by Banns in
Little Bras d’Or. One Freeman birth record had an earlier birth year of 1880. The source of the record with a Birth
Year of 1880 was John Howie from Glace Bay. Please note that John had worked on Halifax area records and the
1880 record may in fact be the son of Alfred and Louisa (Langille) Boutiliers in Hacketts Cove, Halifax County. Or
it may have been for another Freeman Boutilier in Cape Breton.

I was concerned about this family. For background, my mentor, Charles “Chick” Buchanan from New Waterford
and Sydney, gave me massive amounts of Boutilier records that | believe were copies of John Howie’s records. One
of William and Sarah’s sons had an 1880 birth date. The other had a 1885 birth date. When I asked Chick whether
there was an error, Chick’s reply was that some parents name a child for another child that died. I could understand
that because | knew parents that had done just that sometime in the middle of the last century in my home town of
Dedham Massachusetts.

In a latter paper dump from Chick, he indicated that one of the two Freeman Boutiliers may be from different
families. He thought that maybe the other was incorrectly linked to William and Sarah! | concurred because that
Freeman’s spouse was in my database. Based on that comment, | should have linked the 1880 Freeman from
William and Sarah’s family immediately. Mea Culpa!

For this article, | constructed a timeline. In the 1910 Census, Freeman (age 24) was living with his brother John W
(age 36) and his family on Day Street in Boston. John’s wife was May age 25. Their children were John S (age 3)
and Katherine C (age 9 months).

The next graphic the 1913 Card Naturalization record is for Freeman whose birth date of 5 October 1885.He was
unmarried and living in Jamaica Plain Section of Boston. (My wife is from Jamaica Plain.) His Place of Birth was
Little Pond, a community in Cape Breton Island northwest of Sydney.

Name

Residence

. 3rd 1885
loagnlo Pond, N.B, Canada

Place and Date
of Birth

Occupation Bookkeeper

Name of Wife  Unmarr led
Date of gept. 11th 1913
Admission 6 8 2 3

setition No.
(~rtificate No. 355106 Petition
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In the 1921 City Directory for Boston, he is listed as living at 120 Pembroke,



In the 1930 US Census, Freeman was a lodger and still single.

In the 1940 US Census, | found a 1940 Census Record for a Freeman Boutilier married to Irene C Boutilier and living in Quincy,
Norfolk County, Massachusetts. The following is his wife’s information. John Howie indicated that Freeman was married to Irene

Cardin

Name:

Age:

Estimated Birth Year:
Gender:

Race:

Birthplace:

Marital Status:

Relation to Head of House:
Home in 1940:

Street:

House Number:

Inferred Residence in 1935:
Residence in 1935:

Sheet Number:
Occupation:

Attended School or College:
Highest Grade Completed:

Hours Worked Week Prior to Census:

Class of Worker:
Weeks Worked in 1939:

Irene C Botilier

37

abt 1903

Female

White

Rhode Island

Married

Wife

Quincy, Norfolk, Massachusetts
Newbury Avenue

182

Quincy, Norfolk, Massachusetts
Same House

4B

Sales Woman

No

College, 4th year

42

Wage or salary worker in private work
52

Income: 1100
Income Other Sources: No
Household Members:
Name Age
Freeman Boutilier 54
Irene C Botilier 37
| believe that John Howie correctly identified her as Irene Cardin.

In the US Social Security Death Index, His death is recorded as May 1975. A record in Ancestry Family Trees indicates that he died

on May 19, 1975. I can’t validate it.

His gravestone in Holy Cross Cemetery in North Sydney leads me to believe his wife may be buried elsewhere. See the image below.


http://search.ancestrylibrary.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1940usfedcen&indiv=try&h=96088547
http://search.ancestrylibrary.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1940usfedcen&indiv=try&h=96088548

family. I’ll confess, it should have been done years ago before my mentor Charles “Chick” Boutilier died. | then linked Irene Cardin
Boutilier to Freeman’s record.

#

Your comments and suggestions are appreciated. Please Email me at joe-apg@norwoodlight.com .
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