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Genealogy Basics ï Using Ancestry to Gather Records for Canadaôs Soldiers 

of the First World War, 1914 - 1918 

By Joe Petrie 

This is another in a series of military articles for Genealogy Basics. Essentially, it explains how I 

search for individuals who served in the Canadian military in World War 1. 

 

Background: Canada is gradually digitizing the Service records for Canadaôs Soldiers of the 

First World War. On November 1, 2014, I searched the on-line database for soldiers with the 

Petrie surname. The software returned the following 3 Petrie records: James, Patrick and Walter. 

The information displayed was: Name, Date of Birth, Rank, Regiment Number and Reference 

Number of the box that the record was kept in, 

 

 
 

On November 1, I also used Ancestry Libraryôs New Collections Tab to search their database 

entitled ñCanada, Soldiers of the First World War, 1914 ï 1918.ò As before, I searched for 

soldiers with the Petrie surname. The search returned 103 records. 

 

The Ancestry description of the database follows: 

ñThis database contains an index to the Attestation papers of men enlisted in the Canadian Expeditionary 

Force (CEF) of the First World War. Information contained in the database includes: 

¶ Name of enlistee 

¶ Address 

¶ Birthplace 

¶ Birth date 
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¶ Age 

¶ Name of next of kin 

¶ Relationship to next of kin 

¶ Regimental number 

Additional information about the enlistee, such as their occupation, marital status, religion, and/or physical 

description may be found on the original record. Be sure to view the corresponding image in order to obtain 

all possible information about the individual. 

Note: To view the images, you will need select the Standard Viewer from "Options" in the image viewer. 

The Attestation papers were usually comprised of at least two pages. You will need to hit the ñNextò image 

button in order to see all the pages that are part of the record. 

For more information about the collection, please see the follow page on the Library and Archives Canada 

website: http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/databases/cef/index-e.html.ò 

 

The difference between the content of the two databases is significant. The Library and Archives 

Canada records contain the service record including the Attestation forms.  Ancestryôs records 

are only the Attestation forms. 

 

There are almost 600,000 records in the Ancestry database. 

 

Finding Petrieôs in Ancestryôs Canada, Soldiers of the First World War, 1914 ï 1918, 

database:  

On the Ancestry home page, select the New Collections tab. I highlighted it on the following 

screen shot. 

 

 
 

http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/databases/cef/index-e.html
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Selecting New Collections results in the following selection criteria screen that indicates that 

there ar nearly 10,000 Ancestry databases. The screen lists the first 25. 

 

In the following New Collections selection criteria screen, I searched for the Canada, Soldiers of 

the First World War, 1914 ï 1918, database simply by entering CANADA SOLDIERS in the 

title field in the top left (just below the words Card Catalog). 

 

I clicked on the gold Search button. 
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The following screen resulted. 

 
 

Before we cover the Canada, Soldiers of the First World War, 1914 ï 1918, database, please note 

that the fourthitem on the list, Canada, Selected Service Records of Soldiers, 1914-1918, 

contains the service records for 100 of the Canada soldiers of World War I. 

 

The first of the four databases found is Canada, Soldiers of the First World War, 1914 ï 1918, 

database. Click the title to select it and to get its record selection screen. 
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In the following record selection screen, I entered information in three fields: 

¶ Petrie in Last Name 

¶ Nova Scotia, Canada in Birth Location 

¶ Nova Scotia, Canada in Lived In Location 

Then I clicked on the gold Search button. 

 

 
 

The software returned 103 records.  

 

None were in the my Petrie Branch. I thought that my granduncle John George Petrie from 

Bridgeport (Gardiner Mines) or a Glace Bay cousin, also John George Petrie, would be there. 

There were Petrie cousinsô records. 

 

Based on the results, I surmised that entering only Petrie in the Last Name block and then 

clicking on the Gold Search button would probably have retourned the same 103 records. 

 

Some of the first 20 records are shown on the next page. I was surprised that a Walsh was 

included. I suspect that he was the brother of Mary Ann Walsh who married Thomas Petrie. 

There were others who were not from Nova Scotia. 

 

I did not read every record. 
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Of special interest was Hilary Petrie who was born in New Waterford, Nova Scotia. His birth  

name wsa James Hilary Petrie. Hilary was one of the 3 sons of Joseph Patrick ñPatrickò Petrie 

and Mary Ann Edwards who served in World War I. I did not try to find his brothers. 

 

I knew about Hilary and his brothers. I had heard about them from their nephew, LTC. John R. 

Berti, US Army retired. John was a Professor at the US Military Academy at West Point NY. He 

graduated from West Point in 1960. He is a Petrie cousin, a friend and a local genealogist. He 

has often talked very fondly some of about his uncles and aunts, especially Hilary and his family.  

 

The following is a copy of a major part of Hilary Petrieôs Attestation form. From the 

handwriting, I surmised that Hilary signed the form that someone else prepared. 
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# 

Your comments and suggestions are appreciated. Please Email me at joe-

apg@norwoodlight.com . 

Joseph F. Petrie 

 

Founding Member, Friends of Irish Research (FIR) 

Member, Cape Breton Genealogy and Historical Association (CBGHA) 

Member, Family History Society of Newfoundland and Labrador (FHSNL) 

Member, New England Historic Genealogical Society (NEHGS) 

Member, Association of Professional Genealogists (APG) 
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