GenealogyBasics Usi ng Ancestry to Gather Recor
of the First World War, 1914 - 1918

By Joe Petrie

This isanotherin a series omilitary articles for Genealogy Basidsssentially, it explains how |
search for individuals who sexd in the Canadian military in World War 1.

Background: Canada is gradually digitizing ttf8ervicer e cor ds f or Canadads S
First World War. On November 1, 2014, | searchiexldnline database foroddierswith the

Petrie surnamélhe softwae returnedhe following 3Petrierecords: James, Patrick and Walter

The information displayed was: Napigate of Birth, Rank, Regiment Number and Reference

Number of the box that the record was kept in,
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OnNovemberll al so used dANeve@bhettiong Tah to earehithgiddatabase
entitled fACanada, Sol diiel9l80As lhefore, h smardhed fos t Worl d
soldiers with the Petrie surnanighe search returned 103 records.

TheAncestry descriptionf the databasillows:

frhis database contains an index to the Attestation papers of men enlisted in the Canadian Expeditionary
Force (CEF) of the First World War. Information contained in the database includes:

il Name of enlistee
i Address

il Birthplace

i Birth date



Age
Name of next of kin

=A = =

Relationship to next of kin
il Regimental number

Additional information about the enlistee, such as their occupation, marital status, religion, and/or physical
description may be found on the original record. Be sure to view the corresponding image in order to obtain
all possible information about the individual.

Note: To view the images, you will need select the Standard Viewer from "Options" in the image viewer.

The Attestation papers were usually compr iNseexdt 0o fi maatg el e a

button in order to see all the pages that are part of the record.

For more information about the collection, please see the follow page on the Library and Archives Canada
website: http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/databases/cef/index-e.html.0

The difference between the content of the two databases is signifibaritibrary and Archives
Canada records contdime service recorthcluding theAttestation forms A n ¢ e s &corgsd s
are only the Attestation forms.

There are almost 600,000 recordshaAncestrydatabase

Finding PRPefcriseé @y 6isn Canada, Sol di ei®X18f t
database:

On the Ancestry home page, select the New Collections kadphlighted it on the following
screen shot.
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http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/databases/cef/index-e.html

Selecting New Collection®sults inthe followingselection criterigcreen that indicates that
there ar nearly 10,000 Ancestry databases. The screen lists the first 25.

In the followingNew Collections slectioncriteria screen, | searched for t@anada, Soldiers of
the First World War, 1914 1918, databas&mply by entering CANADA SOLDIERS in the
title field in the top lef(just below the words Card Catalog)

| clicked on the gold Search button.
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The following screen resulted.
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Before we cover th€anada, Soldiers of the First World War, 191¥918, databas@lease note
thatthe fourthtem on the listCanada, Selected Service Records of Soldiers-1918
contains the service records forOléf the Canadaoldiersof World War |.

The first of the four databases foundCignada, Soldiers of the First World War, 191¥918,
databaseClick the title to select it and to get its record selection screen.



In the following record selection scred entered information in three fields:
1 Petrie in Last Name
1 Nova Scotia, Canada in Birth Location
1 Nova Scotia, Canada in Lived In Location

Then | clicked on the gold Search button.

Canada, Soldiers of
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The software returned 103 records.

None were in the my Petrie Brdnd thought that my granduncle John George Petrie from
Bridgeport(Gardiner Minespr a Glace Bay cousin, also John George Reweld be there.
There were Petrie cousinsodo records.

Based on the results, | surmised that entering only Retitiee LastName block and then
clicking on the Gold Search button would probably have retourned the same 103 records.

Some of thdirst 20 records are shown on the next pageas surprised that a Walsh was
included | suspect that he was the brother of Mary AnridWavho married Thomas Petrie.

There were others who were not from Nova Scotia.

| did not read every record.
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All Canada, Soldiers of the First World War, 1914-1918 results for Petrie
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Of specialinterest was Hilary Petrie who was borrNaew Waterforgd Nova ScotiaHis birth
name wsa James Hilary Petitélary was oneothe3 sons of Joseph Patrick
and Mary Ann Edwards who servedWorld War 1.1 did not try to find his brothers.

| knew about Hilary and his brothers. | had heard about them fremrigohew,LTC. John R.
Berti, US Army retiredJohnwas aProfessor at the US Military Academy at West Point N¥
graduated from West Point in 1960. ide@ Petriecousin, a friené&nd a locagjenealogist. He
has often talkedery fondlysome ofabouthis unclesand auntsespecially Hilaryand his family

The following isa copy of a major part ddilary Petriéd s At t e s Framtheon f or m.
handwriting, | surmised that Hilasigned the form that someone else prepared.
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_ . Ly QUESTIONS TO BE PUT BEFORE A’I’I‘ESTATION

b

1, What is your name?

% In what Town, TOWIIBh.lp or Parish, and in
what Country were you born?,...

8. Whast is the name of your neva-of-kin? ..............
4. What s the address of your next-of-kin?........

B. 'What is the d&to\of your birbh ... ;f%@( —Zj "'M i do ?
6, What is your Trade or Calling?................cccc. QM’H‘A N s 70y Lo oo
‘8. Are yon willing to be vaccinated or re-

9. Do you now belong to the Active Militia?........ ?éz “"[ JR ]«d’ (’LX
10. Have you ever served in any Military Force?,, 7// & \L i/ A Q/{/ (mv{;éﬁd

Tt wo, state partioulars of former Servios,
11. Do you understand the nafure and terms of

YOI ENPARRIANGD,......coucisorssssssssmmmsssrmsnssosansissisns . SR W0 8P
12. Are you willing to be attested to serve in the} N7

Cavapiax Over-8EAs ExpEpimioNasy Forog?f "

/ .a.....\]ém.(ﬁgnature of Man),

....(Bignature of Witness).

--------

DECLARATION TO BE MADE BY MAN ON ATTESTATION.

L. CA A m ,,,,,, wensepsennnny 00 80lomnly declare that the above answers
made by me 0 the above queatnons are true, and that I am willing o fulfil the engagements by me now
made, and I hereby engage ind agree to serve in the Canadian Over-Seas Expeditionary Force, and
to be attached fo any arm of the service therein, for the term of one year, or during the war now existing
between Gireat Britain and Germany should that war last longer than one year, and for six months after
the termination of that war provided His Majesty should so long require my services, or until legally

discharged.

...(Bignature of Reoruit)
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Your comments and suggestions are appreciated. Please Emajbgie at
apg@norwoodlight.com

Joseplt. Petrie
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