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WIKI, WIKI Everywhere 

Å̧ ƻǳΩǾŜ probably heard of Wikipedia, the 
popular online encyclopedia where you can 
find background articles on everything from 
Fig Newtons to CƛƴƭŀƴŘΩǎ former 
municipalities. The Web site is designed so 
anyone can contribute or modify content, 
following the philosophy that openness 
encourages more and better content. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/


The Growth of WIKI 

ÅAs Wikipedia grew, the open-content 
άǿƛƪƛέ concept spread to other types 
of content, including genealogy. The 
technology is a natural fit : Family 
historians are always seeking ways to 
collaborate. 



Wiki ς Post Its 

ÅWikis provide a platform for 
preserving and sharing our 
discoveries, creating repositories of 
reference material and comparing 
notes with others researching the 
same familiesτkind of like virtual 
Post-it notes. 
 



A Crash Course of Wiki 

ÅTo give you a crash course in 
this genealogical collaboration 
trend, we offer this overview 
of three free family history 
wikis and how they can benefit 
you. 



WeRelate 

ÅThe granddaddy of genealogy wikis is WeRelate, 
sponsored by the Foundation for On-Line 
Genealogy in partnership with the Allen County 
(Ind.) Public Library. With pages on more than 2 
million people and families, WeRelate is the 
largest genealogy wikiτand ƛǘΩǎ geared primarily 
toward sharing family tree data. The goal is to 
encourage people to post their research on 
specific ancestors for others to find and add to, so 
everyone benefits from the collaboration. 



Current WeRelate.org Home Page 



WeRelate 

ÅTo get started, sign up for a free 
account, then either upload a 
GEDCOM file or begin entering your 
family tree manually. If you upload a 
GEDCOM, the system will 
automatically create a page for each 
person in the file.  



Create a Login 



WeRelate 

ÅCurrently, you can upload files containing up 
to 5,000 peopleτthough you can make 
arrangements with the administrators to 
accommodate a larger upload. 

ÅOnce WeRelate creates your pages (this can 
take up to an hour for large files), you can 
view your relatives on standalone pages, 
within a pedigree chart, in a timeline and even 
on a map. 



Lots of Help 



Including Help Videos 



WeRelate 

ÅThe site has several excellent video tutorials, 
each of which walks you through a specific 
task, such as how to create or edit a family 
page. Before beginning your wiki expedition, 
ǿŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ άƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊ 
ǊƛŘŜέ ǾƛŘŜƻΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ 
how the system works. 



Familypedia 

ÅSimilar to WeRelate, Familypedia is a community-
built repository of genealogy data: facts about 
people, places, sources and related topics. To 
date, users have contributed 25,000 articles (an 
article here is equivalent to a page on WeRelate). 
These range from people profiles (William 
Cowan, 1750-1809) to descendant reports (Eldert 
family of New Netherlands) to record 
transcriptions (1820 Every-Name Census 
Reconstruction for Green Township, Harrison 
County, Ohio). 



Familypedia.wikia.com 


